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Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz:

1. Because of persona I reasons,
Asha started playback singing at
the age of 10. What was her first
Hindi song recorded fof

14A. QUIZ: ASHA BHOSLE

11,000 Songs in More Than 20 Languages: In 2011, Guinness World
Records recognized Asha Bhosle as the most recorded artist in music

'Chunariya' in 19487 Ai;!s: Saawan

Aaya

2. Name the music dire:ctor who
helped Asha build a distinct

identity because of his 'reluctance
to work with her sister {Iata in the

1950s and 1960s? Ans: :O.P.
Nayyar. !

3. In 2011, Asha was acHnowIedged

languages.

by Guinness World Recqrds as the
most recorded artist in musm
history with how many songs in

more than how many languages?
Ans: 11,000 songs in ni'pre than

20 languages.

4. In 1997, Asha became the first

Indian singer to get a Grammy

nomination for 'Legacy - 16th-18th

Century Music from India’, a

takethe next big step
%ﬁu?&mﬁmwmw%m STYY 3Tl 99T HGH

‘Mai’:

‘Umrao Jaan’ and 2000: Asha Bhosle won her first National Film
Award for Best Female Playback Singer for the film ‘Umrao Jaan’
(1981), starring Rekha.

Ali Akbar Khan:

actress in the Marathi film ‘Mai’.
dealing with emational neglect and changing family dynamics.

history, crediting her with around 11,000 songs across more than 20

In 1997, Asha Bhosle became the first Indian
playback singer to receive a Grammy nomination for the album Legacy
— 16th-18th Century Music from India, recorded with Ali Akbar Khan, a
globally renowned Sarod exponent.

In 2013, at the age of 79, Asha Bhosle made her debut as a lead
In this film, she portrayed an elderly mother

After a near-perfect week at Badminton Asia
C'ships, Ayush hopes to take the next big step

Devyanshi Bihani

Ayush Shetty capped a

edly targeting the body
and central channels to de-
ny Ayush the space to un-

physical profile of the
modern men’s singles
player. His ‘cannon’ smash

breakthrough week with a leash his attacks. The In-  is already a major weapon,
silver medal at the Badmin- dian fell behind early, and but what stood out last
ton Asia Championships af- a string of unforced errors ~ week was the development

ter going down 8-21, 10-21
to World No. 2 Shi Yugqi of

meant he was chasing the
match throughout.

around it — a tighter net
play, quicker transitions

China in the final in Ningbo “A bit disappointed... from defence to attack,
on Sunday. Shi was by far the better and improved emotional
The 20-year-old thus be- player today (Sunday). He  control after visible frustra-
came the first Indian men’s really kept the pressure tions on court earlier this
singles player in six de- and never let me come season.
cades to reach this stage of back,” Ayush admitted. But, the final exposed
the continental meet. More Ayush’s coach Sagar some areas of growth.
significantly, he did so by Chopda felt that there was ~ “There is a lot of learning...
beating  three  top-10 a drop in patience in the Ihave to work on my endu-

players in a week — a level
of consistency no Indian
man has achieved.

Ayush combined early
interceptions, steep angles
while attacking and im-
proved composure to de-

Gulf in class: Shi, right, showed Ayush there is a lot to improve. AFp

on outright aggression
alone. There was great
control in rally construc-
tion, a willingness to wait

quarterfinal against Chris-
tie and the comeback last-
four win over Vitidsarn.

In the final, however,

title decider compared to
earlier rounds. “In the pre-
vious matches, Ayush was
ready to grind and wait for
the right opportunity. In
the final, he was a bit impa-
tient. The first few points

rance, strength and varia-
tions from the back,” Ay-
ush said.

For all that, the takea-
way from Ningbo remains
positive. “I had a tough
draw...I think it was a really

feat Li Shifeng, Jonatan for openings, and sharp Shi dictated the contest were very straightforward. good week for me. I had
Christie and Kunlavut decision-making in pres- from the outset. He was He almost gifted them some great wins. I am real-
Vitidsarn. sure phases. Those were controlling the length, va-  away,” Sagar said. ly proud of the way I

The wins were not built

most evident in the tight

wﬁaﬂwﬂaaﬂ%%

e Ayush Shetty capped a breakthrough week with a silver medal at the Badminton Asia

Championships after going down 8-21, 10-21 to World No. 2 Shi Yuqi of China in the final in

Ningbo on Sunday.

Ayush Shetty = Badminton Asia Championships T YFCER Htdle Pl YHTUA silver medal

rying the pace and repeat-

At 647, Ayush fits the

played”.

14A. After a near-perfect week at Badminton Asia C’ships, Ayush hopes to
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GS Paper 1: History,

14 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

14A | Baisakhi: new beginnings
ERICIHE FRIREIC]

14A | Subhas Chandra Bose: the paradox of a revolutionary’s theory and praxis
JUY % 919: TP HifdeR! & Risid 3R FagR 1 faRiary

14A | Greece’s ancient sites get climate stress check-up

W & U @l BT a9y a-1d Geaidd

Religious art

Adevotee gets his body painted in the likeness of Hindu religious figure Mahadev, as they celebrate the
Lal Kach festival to mark the end of Bengali new year, in Munshiganj, Bangladesh, on Monday. REUTERS

FAITH
MERCS | Histon: ASC_ ]
Baisakhi: new beginnings

Baisakhi marks the first day of the month of Vaikash and is
traditionally celebrated on the 13th or 14th of April. Baisak-
hi holds special significance for Sikhs, said Prof. Kumool
Abbi. Historically, it marks the birth of the Khalsa order by
Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Guru of the Sikhs, on April
13, 1699. During that time, Punjab reeled under religious
persecution and tyranny of the Mughal rule. After the exe-
cution of Guru Tegh Bahadur for refusing to convert to Is-
lam, under the order of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb,
Guru Gobind Singh became the tenth Guru of the Sikhs.
He initiated the formation of the new order of the Khalsa,
(meaning, pure), at Takht Keshgarh Sahib on Vaisakhi by
baptising the five punj pyaras (volunteers) with the sacred
nectar. The inclusive and pluralistic philosophy of the
Khalsa order urged them to be valiant, selfless warriors.

Traditionally, Baisakhi synchronises with the celebra-
tion of spring harvest in north India. In many parts of the
country, it is also the date of the Indian solar new year. It
corresponds to others celebrating the traditional solar
new year, like Pohela, Boisakh, Bhihu, Vishu and Puthan-
du. It marks the Sun’s entry to the Mesha rasi, indicating
the transition to Aries.

Baisakhi is culturally linked to the harvesting of crops.
The farmer celebrates his intimate connection with his
land with which he shares a deep bond. It is a means of
sustenance, and he acknowledges the reciprocal relation-
ship. As he reaps the harvest, he offers gratitude and prays
for prosperity and abundance for his family and commun-
ity. The festival symbolises the robust, resilient spirit and
vitality of Punjabis.

A devotee gets his body painted in the likeness of Hindu
religious figure Mahadev, as they celebrate the

Lal Kach festival to mark the end of Bengali new year, in
Munshiganj, Bangladesh, on Monday.

14A. Baisakhi: new beginnings

CRIEG] b qﬁ{],'\‘?\’:ﬂ?l

e Baisakhi marks the first day of the month of
Vaikash and is traditionally celebrated on the 13th or
14th of April.

JuTE! IME AP & U fa ®1 fRfed el § IR
URURS U ¥ 13 T 14 30T Sl TS oIl 5 |

e Baisakhi holds special significance for Sikhs,
said Prof. Kumool Abbi.

SRt 1 Rt & fore ORIy 75 8, TR $ya oredt A
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e Historically, it marks the birth of the Khalsa order by Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Guru of
the Sikhs, on April 13, 1699.
UfaeRie ¥ ¥, 78 13 3iid 1699 &I Ridl & 0d 7% e Mg Rig gR1 Wrawr vy &t
RITOT 1 SR 5 |

e During that time, Punjab reeled under religious persecution and tyranny of the Mughal rule.
I JHY GoITg 1t Icfie iR e R & SR & 37efH T

e After the execution of Guru Tegh Bahadur for refusing to convert to Islam, under the order of
the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb, Guru Gobind Slngh became the tenth Guru of the Sikhs.
Tl HHTE AT P MY TR FHIH WDR B A PR B &b HRUI TS A FETGR Dl

TgSs fau oM & TG, T Midg Rig Rai & gud T a9

e He |n|t|ated the formation of the new order of the Khalsa, (meaning, pure), at Takht
Keshgarh Sahib on Vaisakhi by baptising the five Panj Pyaras (volunteers) with the sacred
nectar.
I ATE & 37 Req HIMTE TIfed H U Ul WY ([9TQIHY) B! ufde 3iyd & iférd &
AT (377 YG) T B RIG H |

e The inclusive and pluralistic philosophy of the Khalsa order urged them to be valiant, selfless
warriors.
%wﬁuﬁwﬁvﬁ 3R Sgaard! faaRYRT A 3= IR 3R F:ward digr s & fore ofa

I

e Traditionally, Baisakhi synchronises with the celebration of spring harvest in north India.

TWRAT ¥U Y YT SR HRA H T A P TS & 309 & 91 A Wil g

¢ In many parts of the country, it is also the date of the Indian solar new year.
IV F F3 FR H U8 YR TR 9 a9 &7 oft A S 31

e |t corresponds to others celebrating the traditional solar new year, like Pohela Boisakh,
Bhihu, Vishu and Puthandu.

I8 39 URURS IR 4 I8 o1 Wgan 99T, g, fAy ik qug & Scval & Iy A @ g |

Indian Regional New Year Festivals: Pohela Boishakh, Bihu, Vishu

and Puthandu

e These festivals represent regional New Year celebrations in India, primarily
observed in mid-April, marking the beginning of the solar calendar year (Mesha
Sankranti).

e They are linked to the sun’s transition into Aries (Mesha Rashi), a concept
rooted in ancient Indian astronomy and agrarian cycles.

e These festivals reflect agrarian traditions, seasonal change, and cultural
identity across eastern, northeastern, and southern India.

Pohela Boishakh (West Bengal)
e Pohela Boishakh is the Bengali New Year, celebrated on 14 or 15 April.
e |tis based on the Bengali calendar, reformed during the reign of Mughal Emperor
Akbar (16th century) for revenue collection purposes.
Bihu (Assam)
e Bihu is the most important festival of Assam, with three variants:
Rongali Bihu (April), Kongali Bihu, and Bhogali Bihu.
e The New Year festival is Rongali Bihu, celebrated in mid-April.
e It marks the beginning of the agricultural cycle, especially sowing of crops.
Vishu (Kerala)
e Vishu is celebrated in Kerala around 14 April as the Malayali New Year.
e |tis based on the solar calendar and astronomical event of Vishu Sankranti.
e The most important ritual is “Vishukkani”, an arrangement of auspicious items
viewed at dawn.
e It emphasizes prosperity, good fortune, and agricultural abundance.
e The festival has connections with ancient Dravidian traditions and temple rituals.
Puthandu (Tamil Nadu)
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Puthandu marks the Tamil New Year, celebrated on 14 April.

It follows the Tamil solar calendar and coincides with Mesha Sankranti.
Rituals include “Kanni” (auspicious viewing), temple visits, and festive meals.
It reflects continuity of ancient Tamil culture and Sangam-era traditions.
The festival symbolizes renewal, prosperity, and social bonding.

Subhas Chandra Bose: the paradox of
arevolutionary’s theory and praxis

The leader synthesised Indian spirituality with Hegelian dialectics, evolving from an absolute idealist into a pragmatic revolutionary seeking to build

a modern, socialist India — an analysis on Bose’s journey through philosophy, politics, and his plans for society and national regeneration

Prathmesh Kher

n August 18, 1945, a plane

carrying Subhas Chandra Bose

crashed over Taihoku in

Taiwan. With that perished a
systematic attempt to forge a “higher
synthesis” between the spiritual wisdom
of the East and the material dynamism of

+ the West. Bose was neither a dreamer

content with abstract philosophy nor a
crude pragmatist indifferent to moral
questions. As he put it himself, he refused
to accept what he “could not live up
to-what is not workable”.

This piece examines his intellectual
journey from absolute idealism to a
dialectic conception of reality and its
influence on his political doctrine and his
revolutionary praxis.

1. Philosophical foundation

Bose’s early years were dominated by
Vedanta as interpreted by
Shankaracharya. He eventually found its
core — the Doctrine of Maya, the world as
illusion — incompatible with the needs of
a revolutionary. In his autobiography An
Indian Pilgrim (1937), he reflects: “There
was a time when I believed that Absolute
Truth was within the reach of human
mind and that the Doctrine of Maya
represented the quintessence of
knowledge. Today I would hesitate to
subscribe to that position. I have ceased
to be an absolutist and am much more of
a pragmatist”

Discarding Maya did not push Bose
toward materialism. He came instead to
view the world as real and evolving: “The
world is a manifestation of Spirit and just
as Spirit is eternal so also is the world of
creation... It reflects the eternal play of
eternal forces—the Divine Play, if you

will.” The essential nature of this reality,
for Bose, was moral: “For me, the
essential nature of reality is LOVE.”

‘While Bose’s “Spirit” was Indian in
origin, he found the law of its unfolding in
Hegelian Dialectics: “Hegel would
dogmatise that the nature of the
evolutionary process, whether in the
thought world or in reality outside, is
dialectic. We progress through conflicts
and their solutions. Every thesis provokes
an antithesis. This conflict is solved by a
synthesis... undoubtedly Hegel's theory is
the nearest approximation to truth.”

By synthesising Hindu philosophy with
Hegelian dialectics, Bose concluded that
since reality is Spirit gradually unfolding
through conflict, the moral duty of the
individual is to participate in that conflict
— a belief that directly informed his
doctrine of Samyavada.

I1. Doctrine of harmonious equality
Rooted in the Sanskrit Samya (equality,
concord, harmony) and vada (doctrine),
Samyavada was not an imported ideology
but a product of India’s own
philosophical evolution — a “Doctrine of
Harmony” designed to resolve the
contradictions of the modern age.

Bose did not view Fascism or
Communism as finalities but as stages in
the dialectical process. In The Indian
Struggle (1934), he argued that India’s role
was to resolve their conflict: “The conflict
between Fascism on the one side and
Communism on the other... I see no
reason why we cannot work out a
synthesis of the two systems that will
embody the good points of both”

He was equally critical of those who
sought to blindly transplant foreign
ideologies onto Indian soil. In Forward
Bloc - Its Justification (1941): “The

Forward Bloc is a revolutionary and
dynamic organisation. As such it does not
swear by copy-book maxims or by
text-books of Politics or Economics. It is
anxious to assimilate all the knowledge
that the outside world can give... It
regards progress or evolution as an
eternal process to which India also has a
contribution to make.”

Bose framed Samyavada as India’s
specific gift to the world’s political
lineage. In The Anti-Imperialist Struggle
and Santyavada (1933), he traced a line of
national contributions, from England’s
constitutionalism, the French notions of
liberty and fraternity, to Germany's
Marxism and the proletarian revolution of
Russia, and declared: “The next
remarkable contribution to the culture
and civilisation of the world, India will be
called upon to make.”

In practice, Samyavada was a blueprint
for a “thoroughly modern and Socialist
State”. His 1941 Kabul thesis listed its
goals: complete national independence,
scientific large-scale production, social
ownership and control of production and
distribution, and “application of the
principles of equality and social justice in
building up the New Order in Free India.”

I1I. Scientific Blueprint

For Bose, political freedom was merely
the threshold. The real task was the total
social and economic regeneration of the
country. Addressing the Punjab Students’
Conference in 1929, he defined
independence in sweeping terms: “For
me, it signifies independence for all - for
the society, as well as the individual, for
man as well as woman, for the rich as well
as the poor; and implies not merely
political freedom, but an equal
distribution of wealth, removal of caste

differences and social injustice, and
abolition of all communal narrownesses
and bigotry.”

As he moved into Congress leadership,
he shifted from defining freedom to
planning its mechanical implementation.
A staunch advocate of industrialisation,
he set himself apart from the Gandhian
focus on agrarian self-sufficiency.

In his 1938 Haripura Presidential
Address: “The first step in national
reconstruction will be the eradication of
poverty... This will require the scientific
reorganisation of our agricultural and
industrial life... Tam a firm believer in the
social ownership and control of both
production and distribution.”

Bose also became convinced that a
fractured, impoverished India could not
afford slow-meving, decentralised
democracy during reconstruction. In The
Indian Struggle (1934), he wrote: “It will
be a Government of a strong Adarsha
Sangh... which will have a strong Central
Government with full powers for the
period of reconstruction... a Federal
Government for India but a strong
Central Government with a certain
amount of authoritarianism for a period
of time.”

It must be noted that Bose was living in
an era when authoritarianism had caught
the imagination of many nations, from
Nazi Germany, Imperial Japan, Soviet
Russia, Kemalist Turkey, all of whom had
undergone massive economic and
cultural changes under centralised rule.
Political theories, however, must be
evaluated in the light of their times.
Modern rights-based societies should
rightfully question the prudence of and
resist an appeal to authoritarianism as a
shorteut solution to structural problems.
(First in a two-part series)

14A. Subhas Chandra Bose: the paradox of a revolutionary’s theory and
praxis

FUTY O% 91 Th PifddRT & RIgid 3R TR T ARy

e On August 18, 1945, a plane carrying Subhas Chandra Bose crashed over Taihoku in
Taiwan.

18 3T 1945 P JUTY TF ST D! o 11 Xg1 U (90 de 1%, digd § gUe-ARRd 8l |
e Bose was neither a dreamer content with abstract philosophy nor a crude pragmatist
indifferent to moral questions.

I AT A paa 3 o H HgP I8 arel Wyl U SR 7 81 e udl & ufd IR T HER
E2ERREIEAN

e This piece examines his intellectual journey from absolute idealism to a dialectic
conception of reality and its influence on his political doctrine and his revolutionary praxis.
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I. Philosophical foundation

1. ST MY

Bose’s early years were dominated by Vedanta as interpreted by Shankaracharya.

I & RIS Sfia IR dgia BT YHIT T, S fos RiepRmamd - e faar|

In his autobiography An Indian Pilgrim (1937), he reflects: “There was a time when |
believed that Absolute Truth was within the reach of human mind and that the Doctrine of
Maya represented the quintessence of knowledge.

U aTerehyT G $fea ¥ (1937) 7 d ferad & T e U1 oid 9t Ay o1 fob oA
T A 7 B Ugd 8 7 3R H1 T Rigid 9 &1 ¥R B

He came instead to view the world as real and evolving: “The world is a manifestation of
Spirit and just as Spirit is eternal so also is the world of creation...

I YR &) ardfas 3R faeRid 819 arar 7 TR eirer (Rufve) &t sifteafaa g ik
SR MM B, I S g f wma B

“Hegel would dogmatise that the nature of the evolutionary process, whether in the thought
world or in reality outside, is dialectic.

%%ﬁawmm%ﬁmaﬁm,aﬁﬁaﬁﬁgﬁmﬁﬁmmwﬁwﬁ,waﬁ
|

We progress through conflicts and their solutions.

H TN 3R 3T FHIYMT & HIegH ¥ 31 9gd 8

Every thesis provokes an antithesis.

& IR T TN & o T R

This conflict is solved by a synthesis... undoubtedly Hegel’s theory is the nearest
approximation to truth.”

Y YUY &1 JHIYM UH T=RAT0T I §il 5... Fwics 39 &1 Rigid 9 & qad Ade 517
By synthesising Hindu philosophy with Hegelian dialectics, Bose concluded that since
reality is Spirit gradually unfolding through conflict, the moral duty of the individual is to
participate in that conflict — a belief that directly informed his doctrine of Samyavada.

g a=i7 ok ¥NRrE= ggare & TivH I S 3 sy e & I arafaswdr Iuy &
A1y Y fIwRyd 819 arell 31TeT 8, Ui safad &1 Afde Hasd 39 Iy § HFT A 18 — T8
IR 3% AraTe (@wrare) & RIGid @1 STUR &1

Bose did not view Fascism or Communism as finalities but as stages in the dialectical
process.

I Y BRIATE 3R ARaEre &I sifad sawn 761 9fc eI ufthar & TRl & ¥ H S|
In The Indian Struggle (1934), he argued that India’s role was to resolve their conflict: “The
conflict between Fascism on the one side and Communism on the other...

3 3399 wIe (1934) A I ad a1 i URd &t Yfiret 390 Ty o) Yagm &1 §: “Th 3R
HRAATE 3R gERY 3R qrgarg & o ...

In Forward Bloc — Its Justification (1941): “The Forward Bloc is a revolutionary and
dynamic organisation.

BIRAS 1P — Fed ARBHR (1941) T IBI- Hel: “BRAS sl U HIABRI 3R
=i e |

In The Anti-Imperialist Struggle and Samyavada (1933), he traced a line of national
contributions, from England’s constitutionalism, the French notions of liberty and
fraternity, to Germany’'s Marxism and the proletarian revolution of Russia, and declared:
“The next remarkable contribution to the culture and civilisation of the world, India will be
called upon to make.”

awmwwm(lgss)ﬁﬁwmﬁwmm—ﬁ@
1 HAUTIHTG, Y B Tl SR §Ycd BT STURNY, ST BT Arqare ik &4 P
TAgRT Hifd—3iR FET: 3y B WP 3R Tdl H SATAT Hgayui TNTGH HRA I ST

His 1941 Kabul thesis listed its goals: complete national independence, scientific large-scale
production, social ownership and control of production and distribution, and “application of the
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principles of equality and social justice in building up the New Order in Free India.”
ITHT 1941 P HIga R A 39 &7 I T guf P e, a91E 59 THH R
I, T 3R IaRor IR ArH1fors Wit SR FHE=0, quT & YRd & U a1 &
oo & Iamar Sik SIS O & Rigial &1 yan )

e Addressing the Punjab Students’ Conference (1929), he defined independence in sweeping
terms: “For me, it signifies independence for all — for the society, as well as the individual, for
man as well as woman, for the rich as well as the poor; and implies not merely political
freedom, but an equal distribution of wealth, removal of caste differences and social injustice,
and abolition of all communal narrownesses and bigotry.”

USTTd ST TR (1929) P JaIUd HRd §U 301+ Wddl &l AUS &9 H GRHING fooar: “BR
forg st ordf § Wt 3 e TadaaT—aHTeT 3R safad gl & fo, gow SR Afgar el & i,
SR SR RIS Gl & faTT; TR 3HHT 31 Had AT WaaaIdl ol diedh ORI BT THH
faaRor, STt YeHTa 3R AT 3-aTg &1 3, auT Gt Wivelde Tatufdrel SR dexar &l
I I

e As he moved into Congress leadership, he shifted from defining freedom to planning its
mechanical implementation.

9 d BT Aqed B 3T, T 351 WA D1 GRUTHT I §eHR ISP HTGGIRD HRA-ag Bt
IS 9 = B

e A staunch advocate of industrialisation, he set himself apart from the Gandhian focus on

agrarian self-sufficiency.
a%@ﬁwm%mw%@ﬁ%w,émmw-aﬂm TAMRAT § 3@ A

e In his 1938 Haripura Presidential Address: “The first step in national reconstruction will be
the eradication of poverty... This will require the scientific reorganisation of our agricultural
and industrial life... | am a firm believer in the social ownership and control of both production
and distribution.”

31U 1938 RYRT Sregafta HTauT § 36 HaT: P YA &1 Uger Her TRist &1 I+

Greece’s ancient
sites get climate

stress check-up
S L History 4

Agence France Presse
ATHENS

Worsening wildfires, soaring heatwaves and rising
water levels have prompted Greek officials to take
a closer look at protecting priceless archaeologi-
cal sites that draw hundreds of thousands of visi-
tors each year.

The monuments, scattered across the country,
earn Greece millions of dollars in tourism reve-
nue. But many of the sites are in rural areas and
officials believe better planning is needed in case
large crowds of tourists need to be evacuated inan
emergency.

After a three-year study by some of the coun-
try’s leading scientific institutions, the Greek Cul-
ture Ministry has earmarked 19 monuments that
most urgently need protection against natural
threats, with several more to be bolstered by
2030. The Ministry says it is the first time a nation-
wide evaluation of this scope has been attempted.

The sites under scrutiny include Olympia, hab-
itually threatened by forest fires, the ancient
theatre of Delphi, where rockslides are a concern,
and the sanctuary of Dion which is prone to flood-
ing. Greece has already reduced visiting hours at
its most popular archaeological site, the Acropolis
in Athens, to shield visitors from heatwaves dur-
ing the warmest hours of the day. But the increas-
ing frequency of extreme events calls for someth-
ing more extensive.

According to the Culture Ministry, new fire sen-
sors at 21 sites are to be delivered this year, and
fire protection plans drawn up for over 60 archae-
ological sites.

over a million, and Delphi over 2,90,000.

@patrioticias.in
According to official statistics, Ancient Olympia [1 gt kg k.28 1]
in 2024 drew over 3,00,000 visitors. Knossos had j{ i i{H M)

fga=ur S & TSI Wit 3R e & T¢ Ry @
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e Bose also became convinced that a fractured,
impoverished India could not afford slow-moving,
decentralised democracy during reconstruction.

I ®1 g5 +ff oy g1 o v ofik TRie yRd gAfafo
& GRM i 3R faw=ird dtwdas o a6 ol B Ahdll

e InThe Indian Struggle (1934), he wrote: “It will be a
Government of a strong Adarsha Sangh... which will have a
strong Central Government with full powers for the period of
reconstruction... a Federal Government for India but a strong
Central Government with a certain amount of
authoritarianism for a period of time.”
T 339 W (1934) W I foraT: “gg U Aolgd 3MmeRt
Y Bt WHR g ored gafaior & gog & fog gof wifdaar
& 1Y TP AoIgd HE IRHR BIN... YRd & [T T WHR
Bl Afr oo T & oY U Aoled Heg WEHR o 8
8G do AfUATISHarg shm|”

14A. Greece’s ancient sites get climate stress
check-up
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e The sites under scrutiny include Olympia, habitually threatened by forest fires, the ancient

theatre of Delphi, where rockslides are a concern, and the sanctuary of Dion which is prone
to flooding.
SITg & g § o aral wial B et 2nfid 8, fory 3R ST &1 ST &1 | I8l o,
SEP! HT U RIueR, S8t yRaer fidl &1 fawg g, $iR &g &1 ufed =i, S a1 &t 9uc &
ST B

e Greece has already reduced visiting hours at its most popular archaeological site, the

Acropolis in Athens, to shield visitors from heatwaves during the warmest hours of the day.

U 7 U5d &1 S Tad A ig RIdlad RId TIE ST Tt § T & Ry a9g o
Tfesd! &l T & fore ymor g 1 R e §1
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‘Below normal’ rain likely for first time in 11 years

11 991 & Ugell IR “HHR A S’ T B GHTGAT
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Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India is staring at a “below-
normal” southwest mon-
soon, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
has warned for the first
time in 11 years in its April
forecast. Between the
monsoon months of June-
September, India is likely
to receive only 92% of the
long period average (LPA)
of 87 cm rainfall this year,
M. Ravichandran, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, said at a press
briefing on Monday.

India last experienced
reduced monsoon rainfall
in 2023, when the IMD had
warned of “near-normal”
rainfall at 96% of the LPA.
In 2015, the IMD’s warning
of “below-normal” rain —
at 93% of the LPA — turned
out to be an underestimate
with the actual rainfall re-
corded at 86%, making it
one of India’s worst
drought years.
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With disruptions of fertilizer supply amid the Iran war, insufficient
rain could impact farming which is significantly rainfed. FILE PHOTO

M. Mohapatra, Director-
General, IMD, said the
main reason for this year’s
below-normal monsoon
warning was the likely de-
velopment of an El Nino —
the periodic warming of
the Central Equatorial Pac-
ific. At present, “weak” La
Nina-like conditions — the
converse of an El Nino —
were transitioning to neu-
tral conditions. The effects
of the El Nino were only
likely to come into full ef-
fect in the second half of
the monsoon.

With disruptions of fer-
tilizer supply ahead of the
kharif season anticipated
in the wake of the West
Asia war, insufficient rain
could impact farming in
the country, which is sig-
nificantly rainfed.

El Nino, which has
emerged in 16 years since
1960, has depressed India’s
monsoon rainfall nine
times.

Mr. Mohapatra said that
despite the links between
an El Nino and weak mon-
soon, two factors could

blunt its impact. The first is
the so called ‘positive’ 10D
(Indian Ocean Dipole), a
condition that is likely to
develop towards the end of
the southwest monsoon
season. The second is that
the extent of northern he-
misphere snow cover from
January to March 2026 has
been slightly below nor-
mal. The dipole refers to
oscillations of sea-surface
temperatures between the
western (near Africa) and
eastern (near Indonesia)
tropical Indian Ocean. A
“positive” dipole and re-
duced snow cover general-
ly tend to bring more rain
to India and can offset El
Nino’s “negative” impact,
Mr Mohapatra said.

2024 and 2025 have
been years of surplus mon-
soon. Save for 2023, India
has received “normal” or
excess rainfall in all years
since 2020.

The IMD is expected to
update its monsoon fore-
cast in May. The IMD’s past

history shows that its fore-
casts of a weak monsoon in
April generally hold true
though there have been
several instances of the
IMD predicting a “normal”
monsoon and India staring
at a drought.

In 2002, the IMD pred-
icted a normal monsoon
but India experienced one
of its worst droughts (81%
of LPA). In 2009, the IMD’s
April forecast predicted a
near-normal monsoon
(96-98% of LPA) but actual
rainfall was around 77% of
the LPA, resulting in one of
the worst droughts in over
acentury.

In 2018, IMD’s April fo-
recast predicted 97% of
normal levels, and even
the May update held the fi-
gure at 97%, but actual
rainfall turned out to be
91% — well below normal.
The IMD’s official parlance
doesn’t use the term
“drought” and refers to
rain less than 90% of the
LPA as “deficient”.

14A. ‘Below normal’ rain likely for first time in 11 years

11 991 & Ugell IR YT A SF° 9T B GHTGAT

e Between the monsoon months of June-September, India is likely to receive only 92% of the
long period average (LPA) of 87 cm rainfall this year, M. Ravichandran, Secretary, Ministry
of Earth Sciences, said at a press briefing on Monday.

T Y RydeR & A FEHl & o, YR &1 39 a 87 I aut & e i siwa (LPA) @1
Fad 929 A B UG 8, T8 1 Yt fag= Hrerd & Tfed w. s 3 THaR &1 0
it & el

e Atpresent, “weak” La Nina-like conditions — the converse of an El Nino — were
transitioning to neutral conditions. )

I  “HaeiR a1 i Sft affRufaat — S ta 9 F fordia Bt § — dewr Rufa ot
3R &g W&

e The first is the so-called ‘positive’ IOD (Indian Ocean Dipole), a condition that is likely to
develop towards the end of the southwest monsoon season.

Ugdl & dUIP I “HPRIAD HRATT HEINR f§¢d (10D), Sl Gaor-ufsd Ay o ofd &
3R BRI 81 &1 GHET |

o The second is that the extent of northern hemisphere snow cover from January to March
2026 has been slightly below normal.

TIRT T § 6 T A A 2026 & SR St Mened & 7w smaror 9w ¥ 4ie1 1 3T 5

e The dipole refers to oscillations of sea-surface temperatures between the western (near
Africa) and eastern (near Indonesia) tropical Indian Ocean.

Ig f38a O &) Tdag & aruHT= & Uiy (3MhidT & UN) 3R gd (FS MR/ & ur)
SUmes g feg AeRTR & i IaR-TIGId &I g2idl gl

o A “positive” dipole and reduced snow cover generally tend to bring more rain to India and
can offset El Nino’s “negative” impact, Mr Mohapatra said.
ot TR 3 He1 & “TpRIAS” fFYa ok F1 79 3mavu Ir=ad: YR & i auf a1 §
3R TA M & “APRIAB” YHTT D! Iferd R THhd & |
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Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)

e The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is a
climate phenomenon characterized by
the difference in sea surface
temperatures between the western convection
and eastern parts of the Indian
Ocean.

e The concept of IOD was formally :
identified in 1999 by scientists Saji et al., Affica e
highlighting its significant role in regional increased €%
climate variability. g

e Comparison with ENSO

Positive phase

increased l

INDIAN OCEAN DIPOLE

cooler
than
_normal

Ausuaha reduced

“chance
of rain

¢ While El Nifio and La Nifia pertain to 60'E
the Pacific Ocean, the IOD is specific to

the Indian Ocean, influencing weather patterns across surrounding regions.

PHASES OF 10D
Positive 10D
e Characterized by warmer sea surface temperatures in the
western Indian Ocean and cooler temperatures in the
eastern part near Indonesia.
e Leads toincreased rainfall in India and East Africa, while
causing droughts in Australia and Indonesia.
Negative IOD
e Involves cooler sea surface temperatures in the western
Indian Ocean and warmer temperatures in the eastern part.
e Results in reduced rainfall in India and East Africa, with
increased precipitation in Australia and Indonesia.
Impact on Indian Monsoon
¢ A positive IOD can enhance the Indian monsoon, potentially
offsetting the adverse effects of El Nifio.

T
120°E

longitude

180

More
rain

‘@ Australian

Bure

of Meteorology

A positive Indian Ocean Dipole means a wetter
west and drier east

Note: Average temperatures measured over 23 year period (1980-2012)

B]8]

e Conversely, a negative 10D may exacerbate the weakening of the monsoon, especially if

coinciding with El Nifio conditions.
Geographical Poles of 10D

e The western pole is located near the Arabian Sea, while the eastern pole lies near

Sumatra Island in Indonesia.

e The temperature difference between these two poles determines the phase of the IOD.

Long Period Average (LPA)

e Long Period Average (LPA) refers to the average rainfall received over a long period,
typically 30 years, calculated by the India Meteorological Department (IMD).
e ltisused as a standard benchmark to assess whether a monsoon season is normal,

deficient, or excess.
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Onus on SC to protect faith in democracy

e | fayrT 1 e 9 e ity #id )

SC tells EC that voting is a sentimental right

Poll body departed from promise to leave voters
on 2002 rolls untouched during the SIR, says SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday told the

Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) that the
right to be on the electoral
roll and to vote in one’s
own country is not only
constitutional but
sentimental.

The top court was refer-
ring to lakhs of voters ex-
cluded for “logical discre-
pancies” and lining up for
appeal hearings in West
Bengal, hardly 10 days
ahead of the Assembly
election, following an “in-
quisitorial” special inten-
sive revision (SIR).

The court said 34 lakh
appeals by voters purged
from the West Bengal elec-
toral roll have already been
filed for hearing before 19
appellate tribunals and
there were over a lakh ap-
peals pending before each
of these tribunals.

The poll body had fro-

zen the electoral roll for
the State on April 9, days
ahead of the polling on
April 23 and 29.

After months of inter-
ventions to make the SIR
more inclusive, the top
court made cutting re-
marks about the impact of
an exercise the poll body
said was necessary to “pur-
ify the electoral roll”.

“The right to remain on
the electoral roll, the right
to vote in the country you
are born in is something
which is not only constitu-
tional but sentimental. It is
the biggest expression of
nationality and patriotism
that you are in a participa-
tory process to elect a de-
mocratic government,” Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, part
of the Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, said while addressing
the poll body.

Senior advocate Dama
Seshadri Naidu, for the poll
body, said “statistics”
proved West Bengal did

We did not find logical discrepancy cases in Bihar;
this is a question of fairness, says Justice Bagchi

Ballot
proof

Ruling awaited: People gather to appeal before a tribunal over issues
related to the SIR in Murshidabad, West Bengal, on Monday. PTI

While the EC had frozen the West Bengal electoral rolls
on April 9, the top court noted that 34 lakh appeals
have been filed before 19 tribunals across the State

QQ Itis the
biggest

government

JUSTICE
JOYMALYA
BAGCHI
Supreme
Court
judge

not “stand out” and was
“on par” with other States
in the number of
exclusions.

‘Question of fairness’

“We are not bothered
about West Bengal ‘stand-
ing out’. But no other State
has a category called ‘logi-
cal discrepancy’. We have

examined Bihar, we did
not find a single person
flagged for logical discre-
pancy... This is not a ques-
tion of inflating or shrink-
ing the EC, but of fairness,”
Justice Bagchi said.

The judge noted that the
court had permitted the
poll body to embark on an
inquisitorial exercise

mindful of the latter’s con-
cern about the electoral
rolls. “The original SIR not-
ification said voters in the
2002 electoral roll would
not be touched. The 2002
roll would be the bench-
mark. But when you intro-
duced ‘logical discrepan-
cy’, you infracted that
rule,” Justice Bagchi told

14A. SC tells EC that voting is a sentimental right

A ¢ A gATd AT A FeT P AdeM TH HIaTTHS ARPR 8

e The Supreme Court on Monday told the Election Commission of India (EC) that the right
to be on the electoral roll and to vote in one’s own country is not only constitutional but
sentimental.

T FI 7 THAR B URd fatast ST (EC) ¥ &gl fob Adard

the poll body.

Mr. Naidu said voters
who could prove their cre-
dentials were retained.
Those with disparity in
their names or other back-
ground details were asked
to provide details, which
were verified.

“A voter in the 2002 roll
was not required to give
anything.. When the Bihar
SIR was argued, and the Bi-
har SIR was a facsimile of
the SIR we are dealing with
today, the EC was unequi-
vocal when it submitted
that a person in the 2002
voter list does not have to
prove  anything. No
uploading of documents
was required... And then
you deviated from your
original arguments,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

Uncertain atmosphere
So far, the Supreme Court
had avoided any direct crit-
icism of the SIR.

Justice Bagchi referred
to how the exclusion of vo-

W A A A BT YBR Had IUTHD & Tel dfesp Mg off

e “The right to remain on the electoral roll, the right to vote in the country you are born in is
something which is not only constitutional but sentimental.

TAGTT gait § & I8 3R 30+ THRIF <= H AAGH R BT HHR dHad Jdu-db & g1
a%mfumwmél

e |tis the biggest expression of nationality and patriotism that you are in a participatory
process to elect a democratic government,” Justice Joymalya Bagchi said.

3R Ul &1 T8 a2t sifiaafad © fb SiTa Aledifie ISR g &1 Ufchar &
8, < SraweT arTh 3 FETl

o The onglnal SIR notification said voters in the 2002 electoral roll would not be touched. The

qg

2002 roll would be the benchmark.

Robust appellate process needed for excluded
voters as EC purging names was unilateral: SC

ters in the name of logical
discrepancy came “so
close” to the date of elec-
tion in West Bengal that the
top court had to step in
and deploy judicial officers
to hear out the objections.
This was all the more rea-
son why the appeal pro-
cess must not be hurried,
the judge said.

The Supreme Court
judge said the top court
wanted a robust appellate
process in place for the ex-
cluded voters as the purg-
ing of names from the list
by the EC was a “suo motu”
and unilateral process.
This was followed by a
“verification” of identity
documents during the ob-
jections phase of the SIR,
and not exactly a hearing.

“The appellate process
must be robust... somewh-
ere we are getting blinded
by the dust and fury of an
impending election... We
need to protect the due
process rights of the vo-
ters,” Justice Bagchi said.

T 5 g MR 310

éq%rsm SIFRRTEAT § 8T 7 AT {3 2002 HF ATSTAT it BT T G ST 3R It A
|

o But when you introduced ‘logical discrepancy’, you infringed that rule,” Justice Bagchi told the
poll body.
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Congress issues three-line whip to its
LS MPs; unlikely to back delimitation

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
issued a three-line whip to
all its Lok Sabha members
to “be present without fail
and support the party
stand” during the three-
day special session of Par-
liament, which has been
convened to amend the
women’s reservation law
and carry out a delimita-
tion exercise on the basis
of the 2011 Census.

The government has
proposed increasing the
strength of the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies by
50%. In the Lok Sabha, it
plans to increase the
strength from 543 to 816
members and then reserve
272 seats for women
lawmakers.

Though the Congress

Sonia Gandhi

will take a joint position af-
ter a meeting of the Indian
National Developmental,
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
bloc on Wednesday, sourc-
es told The Hindu that it
will not support the consti-
tutional amendment on
delimitation.

At the same time, the
party wants to ensure that
it is not seen as going

against the women’s reser-
vation law and, therefore,
may suggest operationalis-
ing the law by offering one-
third seats from the exist-
ing 543.

In September 2023,
when the Nari Shakti Van-
dan Adhiniyam (the wo-
men’s reservation Bill) was
being passed in Parlia-
ment, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge had ar-
gued that the law should
be implemented for the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

The party’s stance
echoed the opinion piece
that Congress Parliamen-
tary Party chairperson So-
nia Gandhi wrote in The
Hindu on Monday. “Reser-
vation for women is not
the issue here. That issue
has been settled. The real
issue is delimitation, which
based on the information

unofficially available, is ex-
tremely dangerous and an
assault on the Constitution
itself,” Ms. Gandhi argued.
Ms. Gandhi as well as
Mr. Kharge have both in-
sisted that the government
convene an all-party meet-
ing on the issue of delimita-
tion after April 29, when
the State elections get over.

Timing of the session
Speaking at a press confe-
rence, party’s social media
head Supriya Shrinate ac-
cused the Modi govern-
ment of trying to hide be-
hind the women’s
reservation to  push
through delimitation and
avoid the caste census. She
pointed out the Special
Session was being held in
the middle of the election
campaign in West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu.

14A. Congress issues three-line whip to its LS MPs; unlikely to back

delimitation

FTIY 7 AU AHHHT TS bl dH-a154 fRu oRY fovar; Waie &1 gwdq

B P HHTGAT FH

e The Congress on Monday issued a three-line whip to all its Lok Sabha members to “be
present without fail and support the party stand” during the three-day special session of

Parliament,

which has been convened to amend the women’s reservation law and carry

out a delimitation exercise on the basis of the 2011 Census.

HIUT 7 THAR &1 307 G ASTHT IS P diF-ars f@y IRt far aife 3 = feasiia
ORIy Te I3 & SRM “ifAar] U ¥ IufRd 38 3R Uref & @ &1 g0 w7, o afgar
STREOT BT T RN 3R 2011 FTHAMUMT & YR TR HHieh=1 Ufshar & g gomn g1
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Harivansh likely to
return as Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairman

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The outgoing Deputy
Chairman, Harivansh (69),
who began his third term
in the Upper House on Fri-
day, is likely to return to of-
fice, according to informed
sources. Leader of the
House in the Rajya Sabha
and Union Minister J].P.
Nadda have placed calls to
the floor leaders of Opposi-
tion parties to build
unanimity.

President Droupadi
Murmu nominated him to
the House following a va-
cancy created by the retire-
ment of former Chief Jus-
tice of India Ranjan Gogoi.
Mr. Harivansh’s second
term as a Rajya Sabha
member ended on April 9.

According to the sourc-
es, the election for the De-
puty Chairman’s post will
be held during the extend-
ed Budget Session, which
will convene on April 16
and conclude on April 18.

The Opposition has not
yet made up its mind on
whether to field a candi-
date against Mr. Harivansh,
and it does not have the re-
quisite numbers to put up
a credible challenge. The
ruling coalition enjoys the

Assembly polls
Ry gAma
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The Congress and the
Trinamool have

fla, the speed

shown by the Centre
to fill the post

support of around 140 MPs
in the Upper House, com-
pared to about 70 MPs be-
longing to the INDIA bloc.

In 2020, the Opposition
had fielded senior RJD
leader Manoj K. Jha against
Mr. Harivansh when he
stood for election for the
second time to the post. He
was elected by voice vote
as the Opposition did not
press for a division, seeing
that it did not have the
numbers.

Assembly polls
Attendance on the Opposi-
tion benches is expected to
be thin, considering the
ongoing Assembly polls in
West Bengal and Tamil Na-
du, further narrowing the
margin between the two
sides.

The Congress and the
Trinamool Congress both
raised questions about the
speed shown by the go-
vernment in trying to fill
the Deputy Chairman’s
post.

14A. Harivansh likely to return as Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman

EREY & ISTIHT IUFHTUT & =T A
e B GUTaHT

e President Droupadi Murmu nominated him
to the House following a vacancy created by the
retirement of former Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi.
ﬂgcrf?rﬁu?ﬁglﬁ 33 be H i fovan, <t gd
HRA F &1 ATy 361 TS & Jaiga e &
T Rfda & a1g g

e According to the sources, the election for the
Deputy Chairman’s post will be held during the
extended Budget Session, which will convene on
April 16 and conclude on April 18.

Al & IR, SUFHTITA g & forT I19 fawaiRa
oI T & TR BT, ST 16 31U B Y= BIax 18
3OS 1 T B

e The ruling coalition enjoys the support of
around 140 MPs in the Upper House, compared to
about 70 MPs belonging to the INDIA bloc.

ARG TS B IGAFHT T THT 140 TiIel BT
U U §, STae INDIA TSEY & TN T 70
g g |

e In 2020, the Opposition had fielded senior
RJD leader Manoj K. Jha against Mr. Harivansh
when he stood for election for the second time to the
post.

2020 #, faues 3 aRy ITele A1 A9 &, TP
BRI & RIATH IART YT, 519 98 ORI IR 9 UG &
IRICSIEAERER

e He was elected by voice vote as the
Opposition did not press for a division, seeing that it
did not have the numbers.

3= argd i 3 Faffd far mar wiife fuer 3
T B B! ¢@d U fAUTSH &1 difT g1 &1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page13



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Onus on SC to protect faith in democracy
CS 11 Polity |

he Ides of March and
April being the
“cruellest month”
dominated the world
stage recently. “Ides” (from Latin
idus) marked the approximate
midpoint of Roman months. On
March 15, 44 BCE, a few Roman
senators stabbed Julius Caesar, a
scene immortalised by William
Shakespeare in Julius Caesar,
where a soothsayer warns Caesar
about his death “beware the Ides of
March”. In The Waste Land, T.S.
Elliot called April “the cruellest
month”

Throughout these past few
weeks, we saw “broken images”
caused by the violence unleashed
in March continuing in early April.
Thousands perished in an insane
man-made disaster. Fortunately,
the boxers are in the white corner
of the ring for the time being.

A few thousand kilometres
from Delhi, in West Asia, the
world saw an audacious attempt
by a 250-year-old democracy (the
U.S.) to “restore democracy” in a
civilization spanning nearly 40
centuries (Iran).

A few hundred kilometres east
of Delhi, a different kind of battle
of democracy raged, where people
tried to save their right to vote, not
from a distant aggressor but from
an unprecedented aggression of
the Election Commission of India.

The tragic irony is that this
institution was created by the
Constitution to protect the same
right it conferred on every citizen.
That is how Indian electoral
democracy was conceived. The
vision of the founding fathers was

Ashok Lavasa

Former Election
Commissioner and
Union Finance
Secretary of India

painstakingly and honestly turned

into a collective dream since 1950

when India ple itself to bei .

a Republic lapun?:%eu?g one of theng ECI devised

most audacious attempts at hurdles that

enfranchising an illiterate mass of many found

humanity. impossible to
Many were apprehensive of the cross and

capability of the unlettered to use created a

this right rationally, but few oAt

doubted the ability and intent of S!m,a[mn [.ha[

risks making

those responsible for protecting
that right. And yet today, seeing
the way in which millions find
their voting right being “snatched”

people apathetic
towards the
process

just as they prepared to cast their
vote, raises uncomfortable
questions regarding the guardian
institutions.

In undertaking the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR), the ECI
claimed a noble intent —
“purging” the billion strong Indian
electoral roll. This ‘ambition’ led
to the innovative methodology of
the SIR. It singled out West Bengal
to apply the freshly-sharpened
scythe of “logical discrepancy”,
which identified six million voters
for ‘special treatment’. The ‘last
twist of the knife” was that this was
with the consent of the Supreme
Court (SC), the most venerable
and dependable last resort of the
aggrieved. The cruelty is that the
SC seems to not mind that the 2.7
million ‘deleted” electors remained
in a state of ‘suspended
animation’. In effect, the sentence
is “to be hanged by the neck”.
Whether it is “till death” will be
decided by the appellate tribunals
set up under its aegis.

Let us make no mistake. The
outcome of the West Bengal
elections cannot determine the
fairness of this procedure adopted
by the ECL Even if the Trinamool
Congress (TMC), the party that
cries “foul’ most loudly, wins the
elections, the ‘abduction’ of the
voting right of those denied a
chance to establish the
genuineness of their contention
cannot be overlooked. They were
left stranded by a half-baked
process, maimed by the weapon
of “logical discrepancy”, and
undone by the apathy of the
protector institutions they trusted.
The apathy of one of them was
evident in the ‘ultimatum to TMC
tweet’, showing the yellow card
before any foul was committed.

Last year, during the Bihar SIR
hearing, the SC asserted that it
would not allow mass deletions.
Apparently, the scale of deletions
in West Bengal has not dismayed
the SC whereas even one elector
deprived unfairly should be
enough to upset the court. For the
ECI, it would be a matter of shame
if its famous clarion call of “no
voter to be left behind” hereafter

14A. Onus on SC to protect faith in democracy
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e Instead of pursuing its motto “every vote matters”, ECI created a situation that risks making

people apathetic towards the process.

sounds like a hollow slogan.

Instead of creating a conducive
environment encouraging citizens
to become electors, ECI actually
devised hurdles that many found
impossible to cross. Instead of
pursuing its motto “every vote
matters”, ECI created a situation
that risks making people apathetic
towards the process. Hitherto, it
focused all its energy on
increasing poll percentage, which
in General Elections have never
exceeded 68%. Now, its success
might owe to lowering the
denominator due to the
large-scale deletions.

Voting is not just a public
service everyone should be able to
access with equal ease. It is a right
guaranteed by the Constitution; a
democratic duty every citizen is
obliged to perform. That is the
primary responsibility of the ECI,
which like Hamlet sees the ghost
of an intruder in every
Bengali-speaking Muslim and is
attempting to do what the State
was obliged to but could not.

It is this obsession to ‘purge’ the
electoral roll that has brought the
ECI dangerously close to the sin of
democide. Every genuine citizen
pushed into limbo is entitled to
feel that for him electoral
democracy is dead and that for
him the festival became a funeral
because his grave was dug by the
institutions meant to take him to
the promised land.

Courts can punish illegalities,
not sins. A sin only has
consequences. It could keep
nibbling at your conscience, if you
have one. It will sully your
reputation, if you care for it. But
the most dangerous is if people
stop believing in fairness, if people
lose hope in the guardians of their
rights, if they reconcile to injustice
being their collective destiny.

The Supreme Court still has a
chance to prevent a sin of
commission and redeem the
constitutional right of those who
had originally passed the test of
ECI's due process, successfully
navigated the eddies of the SIR,
only to be caught in a procedural
whirlpool as they seemed ashore.

“gX 1T HITA IGAT & & U S DT UTa- B3 & §oiid, ECI 3 Ut Rl 918 o &
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Hungary for change

Magyar’s win may reverse hard-right
domestic and foreign policies

Victor Orban, Hungary’s Christian-na-
tionalist, populist and hard-right Prime
Minister with a record 20 years in power (1998-
2002 and 2010-2026) and four previous consecu-
tive electoral wins, is unambiguous. According to
the latest results, opposition leader Peter Ma-
gyar’s Tisza party has won about 138 seats, to Mr.
Orban’s Fidesz party’s 55. The massive two-thirds
majority in the Hungarian parliament is enough
to help Mr. Magyar overturn many of the Orban-
era shifts on education and health, judicial inde-
pendence, and the controversial NER (Nemzeti
Egyiittmiikédés Rendszere) or National Coopera-
tion System that the opposition said had led to an
economic downturn, widespread corruption and
crony capitalism, as well as an anti-European Un-
ion stance. Mr. Magyar, who was a Fidesz party
leader until just two years ago when he quit the
ruling party in protest of its policies and set up
his own political movement, is unlikely to reverse
Mr. Orban’s anti-immigrant policies, however.
Ahead of the polls, Victor Orban was endorsed by
three powerful leaders, all seen as aggressors in
recent conflicts — U.S. President Donald Trump,
who even sent Vice-President ].D. Vance to ad-
dress a public rally with Mr. Orban in Budapest
last week; Russian President Vladimir Putin; and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
whom Mr. Orban supported unequivocally. Hun-
gary actually quit the International Criminal
Court after it issued a warrant against the Israeli
Prime Minister for war crimes. It remains to be
seen whether post-Orban Hungary turns its
course on the wars in Iran, Ukraine or Gaza.
Most significantly for the world, that saw the
rise of many populist leaders through elections in
the 2010s, Hungary’s election verdict denotes
that voters worldwide may be tiring of the hard-
right, anti-pluralistic, anti-immigrant and xeno-
phobic rhetoric they favoured. Similar outcomes
have been seen in elections in Canada, Australia,
the Netherlands, the U.K. and Poland. Such
trends also provide a check to the authoritarian
single-party rule that a whole range of leaders
have tried to implement using illiberal policies,
politically motivated cases against the opposi-
tion, the denigration of democratic institutions
and a clampdown on free speech. Mr. Magyar has
his work cut out if he aims to reverse these poli-
cies in Hungary. The real test of a democratic
leader is not just winning elections, but in pursu-
ing inclusive policies, representational of the en-
tire population and providing accountability for
their actions, long after forming the government.

T he voter’s verdict in Hungary, that ousted

14A. Hungary for change
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o Magyar’s win may reverse hard-right domestic
and foreign policies

ASUR &Y oftd Fa 1R gféorueft eve i fadwr fifeat &
qdc gl 8

The voter’s verdict in Hungary

T # Hagrarsil &1 haan

e The voter’s verdict in Hungary, that ousted Victor
Orban, Hungary’s Christian-nationalist, populist and hard-
right Prime Minister with a record 20 years in power (1998-
2002 and 2010-2026) and four previous consecutive
electoral wins, is unambiguous.

TR B gaerasit &1 haar, e fges eifds & g 3 gar
o — S fopferm-Azmifene, SHard! iR FoR afdomd
YT &, eI B 20 auf (1998-2002 3R 2010-2026)
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e According to the latest results, opposition leader
Peter Magyar’s Tisza party has won about 138 seats, to
Mr. Orban’s Fidesz party’s 55.

Fd-aH IRl & YR, fauef Adr dex avarR ot foaean
Tt = YT 138 WIS Skl &, STafas ot it 1 fpea urdf
I 55 ie et 51

e The massive two-thirds majority in the Hungarian
parliament is enough to help Mr. Magyar overturn many of
the Orban-era shifts on education and health, judicial
independence, and the controversial NER (Nemzeti
Egyuttmiikodés Rendszere) or National Cooperation
System that the opposition said had led to an economic
downturn, widespread corruption and crony capitalism, as
well as an anti-European Union stance.

TR 31 OE H gI-fagTs &1 fava sgad off 7R &f Rien
3R WA, ATRIP TdadT, 3R [darerue NER (HHw
TP ¥SAY) T A DI Red § 3fiaH
BTA & B3 daardl DI gae H & I, o fager 3
a1l ¥ &1 SR IR

e Ahead of the polls, Victor Orban was endorsed by
three powerful leaders, all seen as aggressors in recent
conflicts — U.S. President Donald Trump, who even sent
Vice-President J.D. Vance to address a public rally with Mr.
Orban in Budapest last week; Russian President Vladimir
Putin; and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
whom Mr. Orban supported unequivocally.
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e Hungary actually quit the International Criminal Court after it issued a warrant against the
Israeli Prime Minister for war crimes.
BRI 7 IR H SARRTERT STURTIIeh ~ATaTerd ol BT faaT Sfd I SoRIsd! THFH &
faaT® g5 SruRTell &1 aRe SR fohar|

e Most significantly for the world, that saw the rise of many populist leaders through elections
in the 2010s, Hungary’s election verdict denotes that voters worldwide may be tiring of the
hard-right, anti-pluralistic, anti-immigrant and xenophobic rhetoric they favoured.
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Philippines accuses China of 14A. Philippines accuses China of
p0|son|ng disputed waters

poisoning disputed waters fpeiidig 3 99 W Rarfed oid o 9igx 23
BT SRIY AT

e The Philippines accused Chinese fishermen
on Monday of pouring cyanide in waters in the
Spratly Islands, a flashpoint in the disputed South
China Sea that has been the site of violent
confrontations with Chinese vessels.

J IR ot i Agem R e g
GG & O T AMAATSS ST BT HRIY T, S
' y faarfed afaror = IR & U g oa g R, el
. TR e TR TRl 2 e e g 2 ¥ <

The Philippines accused Chinese fishermen on Monday of pouring
cyanide in waters in the Spratly Islands, a flashpoint in the disputed
South China Sea that has been the site of violent confrontations
with Chinese vessels. These actions also “threaten our Navy
personnel” through exposure to contaminated water, it said. AFP
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U.S. military ‘blockades’ Iran ports;
Tehran threatens ports in region

US. President Donald Trump says any Iranian ship coming close ‘to our blockade will be eliminated’; Tehran says security
in the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman ‘is either for everyone or for no one, adding no port in the region would be safe

A suggested the U.S. is still  Gulf and Gulf of Oman.
CAIRO willing to engage with Iran. CENTCOM’s decision to
“I can tell you that we’ve  allow ships travelling bet-
.S. President Do- been called by the other  ween non-Iranian ports to
nald Trump said on side,” Mr. Trump said. transit the strait was a step
Monday that the He added: “We’ve been  down from Mr. Trump’s
American military had be- called this morning by the  earlier threat to blockade
gun a blockade of Iranian right people, the appro- the waterway.
ports as part of his effort to priate people, and they In a social media mes-

force Tehran to open the
Strait of Hormuz and ac-
cept a deal to end the war
that has raged for more
than six weeks.

Iran responded with
threats on all ports in the
Persian Gulf and the Gulf
of Oman, taking aim at
U.S.-allied countries.

AU.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker aircraft refuelling a U.S. Air
Force F-35A Lightning Il aircraft during Operation Epic Fury. AFp

Talks aimed at permanent-
ly ending the conflict —

In Washington, Mr.
Trump said the blockade

want to work a deal.”

A notice to mariners is-
sued by the U.K. Maritime
Trade Operations agency-
said the restrictions includ-
ed “the entirety of the Ira-
nian coastline, including
ports and energy
infrastructure”.

The U.S. military’s Cen-

sage, Mr. Trump warned
that “if any of these ships
come anywhere close to
our BLOCKADE, they will
be immediately
ELIMINATED.”

Iran issued threats of its
own. “Security in the Per-
sian Gulf and the Sea of
Oman is either for eve-

That set the stage foran  which began on February started at 10 a.m. EDT. tral Command announced  ryone or for NO ONE,” the
extraordinary showdown 28 with U.S. and Israeli “We can’t let a country  that the blockade wouldbe  Islamic Republic of Iran
that posed serious risks for ~ strikes on Iran — failed to  blackmail the world be- enforced “against vessels Broadcasting reported on

the global economy and
raised the spectre that a
ceasefire that is currently
holding could collapse and
the war could resume.

14A. U.S. milita
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reach an agreement this
past weekend, and there
has been no word on
whether negotiations will
resume.

cause that’s what they’re
doing,” Mr. Trump said of
Iran.

Speaking outside the
Oval Office, Mr. Trump

of all nations entering or
departing Iranian ports
and coastal areas”. It said
that would include all of
Iran’s ports on the Persian

Monday. “NO PORT in the
region will be safe,” read a
statement from the Iranian
military and the Revolu-
tionary Guard.

‘blockades’ Iran ports; Tehran threatens ports in region

& GGl B Thedl’ Bt de3r J &F & dGe! B 4t

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Monday that the American military had begun a

blockade of Iranian ports as part of his effort to force Tehran to open the Strait of Hormuz
and accept adeal to end the war that has raged for more than six weeks.
SIS €U - AR B HeT [ SMRes A1 = S §eTe! Bl Arhadt I &R <t & oifdp
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A notice to mariners issued by the U.K. Maritime Trade Operations agency said the

restrictions included “the entirety of the Iranian coastline, including ports and energy

infrastructure”.
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Iran and Strait of Hormuz: a lone struggle for control of the world’s vital artery

NEWS ANALYSIS

M. Kalyanaraman

In the negotiations that be-
gan on Saturday in Pakis-
tan, a key U.S. demand
from Iran will be free pas-
sage — both unrestricted
and costfree — for mer-
chant ships through the
Strait of Hormuz. Although
Iran has often threatened
to control the strait and
use it as leverage, includ-
ing during the Iran-Irag
war, this is the first time
the issue has been formally
raised at the international
negotiating table.

Iran has floated the idea
of levying tolls to fund
post-war reconstruction.
However, tolls are typically
charged only in artificial
waterways such as the
Suez Canal and Panama

Canal - not in natural mar-
itime chokepoints. Natural-
ly occurring straits such as
Malacca, Bosphorus and
Dardanelles, Bab-el-Man-
dab, the Baltic Strait, and
Gibraltar have traditionally
allowed free passage.

The distinction lies in
sovereignty and construc-
tion. The Suezand Panama
canals are man-made
channels within national
territories, and tolls are ef-
fectively rents for their use.
Additional fees apply for
services such as pilotage,
escorting, and mooring.
Both Egypt and Panama
earn billions of dollars an-
nually from these canals.

The Panama Canal, in
particular, remains a strik-
ing engineering achieve-
ment, lifting ships across
elevations like an escalator
between the Atlantic and
Pacific. Historically, inter-

national straits have been
flashpoints between litto-
ral states and external pow-
ers, often serving as bar-
gaining  tools  during
conflicts. In the early stag-
es of the current crisis, Ira-
nian officials suggested the
Strait of Hormuz would re-
main open to merchant
shipping. That position
quickly shifted, with warn-
ings issued against transit.
Even the perception of in-
stability drove insurance
premiums to unsustaina-
ble levels, sharply reducing
shipping traffic.

Historical parallel

Iran has since permitted Li-
mited transits, mainly for
its own vessels and those of
friendly nations. India re-
mains among the more fa-
voured countries, despite
having reduced its engage-
ment with Iran over the

past decade — cutting oil
imports, scaling back in-
volvement in Chabahar
port, and dissolving the
Iran O Hind shipping joint

For India, some degree
of Iranian control may not
be entirely negative, aside
from increased costs. Ho-
wever, other Persian Gulf
states strongly oppose
such a shift. Some point to
Turkiye’s control over the
Bosphorus and Darda-

Iran initially suggested that the Strait of Hormuz would remain open
to merchant shipping, but that position quickly shifted. ReuTERs

nelles as a precedent.
There is indeed a histor-
ical parallel. The current
Iran conflict has been dri-
ven in-part by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s as-
sertive posture. In 1915,
Winston Churchill, as the
head of the British Navy
who saw himself as an as-
sertive leader defending
British imperial power, led
the Gallipoli campaign in
an attempt to seize control
of the Turkish straits. Al-

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

lied forces suffered heavy
losses and withdrew in de-
feat. While Churchill’s
campaign failed, the Otto-
man Empire — long the ga-
tekeeper of the straits —
was also weakened and
eventually collapsed.

The aftermath reshaped
the region. Mustafa Kemal
Pasha emerged to lead a
secular Turkish state that
sought formal sovereignty
over the straits. Various
treaties attempted to regu-
late access, but the issue
was ultimately settled by
the Montreux Convention
of 1936.

Under this framework,
Turkiye retained control
while guaranteeing free
passage for merchant ves-
sels, subject to safety regu-
lations. Warships faced res-
trictions, and no tolls
could be charged for pas-
sage, though fees for ser-

vices were allowed. The
rules tightened in wartime:
Turkiye could block war-
ships of belligerent states
and restrict merchant ves-
sels if national security was
at risk. This framework re-
mains relevant. Following
Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine, Turkiye invoked the
convention to block Rus-
sian warships. It also res-
tricted certain merchant
shipping, citing safety con-
cerns after sanctions
caused ships carrying Rus-
sian oil to lose insurance.
Since then, maritime
law has evolved significant-
ly. The United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the
Sea  (UNCLOS) treats
oceans as global commons
and enshrines freedom of
navigation, including for
‘warships under innocent
passage. These provisions
currently govern the Strait

of Hormuz.

The Montreux prece-
dent shows that altering
such frameworks requires
complex, prolonged nego-
tiations involving multiple
stakeholders and compet-
ing interests. Any move
away from the principle of
free navigation would face
significant resistance.

UNCLOS cannot easily

be modified to accommo-
date an exception for Iran.
‘Turkiye’s success in secur-
ing control over its straits
‘was shaped by great-power
rivalries — particularly bet-
ween Western powers and
Russia, later the Soviet Un-
ion. Iran lacks comparable
backing.
With multiple stakehol-
ders opposed, Iran may
find itself once again nego-
tiating largely on its own,
with even its allies reluc-
tant to intervene directly.
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14A. Iran and Strait of Hormuz: a lone struggle for control of the world’s vital

artery
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In the negotiations that began on Saturday in Pakistan, a key U.S. demand from Iran will be
free passage — both unrestricted and cost-free — for merchant ships through the Strait of
Hormuz.

AR & Pakistan & YRE g8 ardisil H, U.S. &1 Teb WA A T8 811 f& Strait of Hormuz d
J!GRaI aral merchant ships ﬁ@aﬁ' unrestricted 3R cost-free passage el

Although Iran has often threatened to control the strait and use it as leverage, including during
the Iran-Iraq war, this is the first time the issue has been formally raised at the international
negotiating table.

BT Iran 3 Ugd YT, fARWHR Iran-Iraq war & R, 39 SdsHEH B FHfFd & 3R
2 GA1d & WU H TKATI B ST 47! &t 7, A 98 Ugell IR § 9 U8 eI SueiRes wu 3
AP AT § IS T B

Iran has toasted the idea of levying tolls to fund post-war reconstruction.

Iran = & & §I1g YAFHAT & A tolls T BT TR URgd foan 5|

However, tolls are typically charged only in artificial waterways such as the Suez Canal and
Panama Canal — not in natural maritime chokepomts

gIdifdb, tolls WWWW ST S Suez Canal 3R Panama Canal H @¥IIT ST
§ — Ui st Ihs A1 H ol |

Naturally occurring straits such as Malacca, Bosphorus and Dardanelles, Bab-el-Mandab, the
Baltic Strait, and Gibraltar have traditionally allowed free passage.

WW‘W@@ Malacca, Bosphorus, Dardanelles, Bab-el-Mandeb, Baltic Strait
3R Gibraltar § URURS ¥U I free passage Pl Hﬂﬂﬁ@?ﬂ%l

The distinction lies in sovereignty and construction.

3R sovereignty 3R construction # FAfRd §1

The Suez and Panama canals are man-made channels within national territories, and tolls are
effectively rents for their use.

Suez 3R Panama canals TI@ZI aa‘rfra?r man-made channels % ﬁ?ﬁBﬂ‘T%f@m
foran ST &t Yo aRad # fbRmar |1

Additional fees apply for services such as pilotage, escortlng, and mooring.

G{ﬁlﬁﬂﬁw pilotage, escorting 3R mooring St Farant & fam lﬁ?lﬁ]ﬁﬁ%l

Both Egypt and Panama earn billions of dollars annually from these canals.

Egypt 3R Panama 37 9e31 ¥ & U4 3R&! SIeR HH g

The Panama Canal, in particular, remains a striking engineering achievement, lifting ships
across elevations like an escalator between the Atlantic and Pacific.

{3y ¥ Y Panama Canal T& 3HGYd SoARTT Il §, S STgTell dI Atlantic 3R
Pacific & & &dTs IR A STaT 8 |

Iran has since permitted limited transits, mainly for its own vessels and those of friendly

nations.

$YP TG Iran = WU IRTHA Bt STAM §, TLIG: 30 STgTell AR B G & ol

India remains among the more favoured countries, despite having reduced its engagement

with Iran over the past decade.

%ndiaa{lﬂlﬁtma"la’r%a’ﬁﬁ%. Wi U@ a=1b H 39 Iran & 1Y SUT URNGRT 1 B dt
I

For India, some degree of Iranian control may not be entirely negative, aside from increased

costs.

YRA & 7T, Iranian control &1 $& WR TR 0RE THRIAD ol 8l Gobdl, gldliids AT dgi|

However, other Persian Gulf states strongly oppose such a shift.

BTdifd, 3 Persian Gulf states 39 9G1d &1 Hel faRIY A 8
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e Some point to Turkiye’'s control over the Bosphorus and Dardanelles as a precedent.
@7_&§Fﬁ'ﬂ Turkiye & Bosphorus 3R Dardanelles TR fE=01 &I Uh Jalgrll & ¥ ¥ gad ?I

e In 1915, Winston Churchill led the Gallipoli campaign to seize control of the Turkish straits.
1915 & Winston Churchill 3 Gallipoli campaign T ﬁac_cl fopar drfes Turkish straits W
=01 U foban S o |

e Various treaties attempted to regulate access, but the issue was settled by the Montreux
Convention of 1936.

P AU 3 gax ! AT B Bt BIRIY B, Afde 3idd: 1936 BT Montreux Convention 3
39 Ge, B ATl

e Under this framework, Turkiye retained control while guaranteeing free passage for merchant

vessels.

L HadRT * degd, Turkiye EREREL] CLIINEECI 3R merchant vessels & ﬁ*ﬂl free passage

Ay foba
e Warships faced restrictions, and no tolls could be charged for passage.

Warships TR Ufdee TE 7Y 3R URITHEA & ol 13 tolls 8! foran S Fevat Tl
e UNCLOS cannot easily be modified to accommodate an exception for Iran.

UNCLOS ! Iran & folq 3fUalg &1 5q ST & AT 751 foan S Aaha |
e Turkiye's success was shaped by great-power rivalries.

Turkiye 3 Ihard HeH faddl o ufawayf I guifad ot

e Iran lacks comparable backing.

Iran%qmﬁww?ﬁﬂﬁ%l
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14A | Food prices push retail inflation up to 3.4% in March
QT SIdl A ART T =T JEEBId DI 3.4% T TG
14A | The fallout of the crisis in West Asia on India’s economy
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Food prices push
retail inflation up
to 34% in March

I!!ESS !!!S! DI !n!a

NEW DELHI

Retail inflation inched up
to 3.4% in March from
3.21% February, mainly
due to an uptick in prices
of certain food items, show
data released on Monday.
The food inflation, based
on the consumer price in-
dex (CPI), was estimated at
3.87% as against 3.47% in
February. This remains be-
low the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s median target of 4%.

The data released by the
National Statistics Office is
based on a new series with
abase year 2024.

High inflation was not-
iced during March in gold
and silver jewellery, coco-
nut (copra), tomato, and
caulifiower. On the other
hand, inflation was in ne-
gative in onion, potato, gar-
lic, arhar dal, and chick-
peas, according to the NSO
data.

The CPI was at 1.65% in
‘electricity, gas and other
fuels’ segment during
March as against 1.52% in
the preceding month. In-
flation rates for rural and
urban segments are 3.63%
and 3.11%, respectively.
Housing inflation rate for
March 2026 was 2.11%.

Highest inflation was in
Telangana at 5.83% and the
lowest in Mizoram at
0.66%.

Food inflation, based
on the consumer

price index, was
estimated at 3.87% as

against 3.47% in Feb.

Commenting on CPI da-
ta, ASSOCHAM President
Nirmal K. Minda said the
government's approach to
manage prices by keeping
petrol and diesel rates un-
changed, despite a sharp
rise in international crude
oil prices, is highly
commendable.

The RBI has also sup-
ported economic activity
by maintaining a stable re-
porate, he added.

ICRA Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said the CPI in-
flation rose slightly to 3.4%
in March over February, in
dicating a mild initial im-
pact of the West Asian cri-
sis on the headline
number. “The sequential
uptick in year-on-year in-
flation was driven by food
and electricity, gas and
other fuels groups, with
the latter reflecting the im-
pact of the West Asia crisis
across LPG and alternate
fuels,” she said.

NSO collects real-time
price data from selected
1,407 urban markets (in-
cluding online markets)
and 1,465 villages covering
all States/U.Ts.

14A. Food prices push retail inflation up to
3.4% in March

QT Pal A A" # YT GERWIA DI 3.4% qH
qerl

e Retail inflation inched up to 3.4% in March from
3.21% February, mainly due to an uptick in prices of certain
food items, show data released on Monday.

gmwﬂﬁrmaﬂ%s 21% J IGHX A4 | 3.4% B TS,
ﬁlﬂwa@:wwmaﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂa‘rﬁq@% HIR
DI OIRT Sfiws! H ug fmmar man
e The food inflation, based on the consumer price
index (CPI), was estimated at 3.87% as against 3.47% in
February
, S SUHITIT e GABIP (CPI) TR AR
% WA & 3. 47%3511&3@@3 87% 3! TR
e This remains below the Reserve Bank of India’s
median target of 4%.
g 3t o wRdia Rerd 9@ & 4% & A agg A1 5
e The data released by the National Statistics Office
is based on a new series with a base year 2024.

P Wil PTafed gRI SR $ichs 2024 I SMYR I¥
TR T8 Jaam W MR |

e High inflation was noticed during March in gold and
silver jewellery, coconut (copra), tomato, and cauliflower.
A & SR WA 3R =S & Sywor, AT (@), eHIeR
3R wamft ¥ 3= gErmifa 3 T

e On the other hand, inflation was negative in onion,
potato, garlic, arhar dal, and chickpeas, according to the NSO
data.

IR 3R, TATHSN & TP Sl & SUR W, 3T, T8I,
3RER a1 3R 1 H GERWD I APRTHD 351 |

e Inflation rates for rural and urban segments are
3.63% and 3.11%, respectively.

gﬁweﬁ?mﬂaﬁﬁaﬂmﬂﬁamz 3.63% ¥ 3.11%
|

e Housing inflation rate for March 2026 was 2.11%.

T 2026 & T STaTE YERWITA &¥ 2.11% A
e Highest inflation was in Telangana at 5.83% and the lowest in Mizoram at 0.66%.
T 3% ERWIA a@vm=T § 5.83% 3R 9a4 $H feiRa & 0.66% &1

e Commenting on CPI data, ASSOCHAM President Nirmal K. Minda said the government's
approach to manage prices by keeping petrol and diesel rates unchanged, despite a sharp

rise in international crude oil prices, is high

Hhdtens sriwst W fewuft Hrd gu

ly commendable.

e fada &, fireT 3 Fe1 1P 9 F ad

F P H O gig & SIaue UeTd 3R ST Pt BHd fRR G BT INBR H
W B

o The RBI has also supported economic activity by maintaining a stable repo rate, he added.
I HeT b RIS = FRR YU &R AT @R SH1iep fafafer o1 ot Tl fean 7

e NSO collects real-time price data from selected 1,407 urban markets (including online
markets) and 1,465 villages covering all States/U.T.s.

Tt it ITAl/eh s MR USRI B HaR HRd §U I U 1,407 @S ATSRT (ATTerg=
TR 9fRd) 3R 1,465 Tidl ¥ IRATAS THI T Sl Uha dral g |
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The fallout of the crisis in West Asia on India’s economy
4GS ll: Economy ] Qs ]

hile the Russia-Ukraine war

shows no sign of abatement,

another major crisis in West Asia

has hit the global economy. This
war has disrupted production, storage, and
transport of various energy products including
crude oil, natural gas and fertilizers, and has led
to supply disruptions and increase in sectoral
prices. There is a serious, although partial,
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz thereby
restricting the passage of crude oil, gas and other
petroleum products as well as other goods. Even
if matters get resolved in the near future, it may
take considerable time for the normalisation of
the supply chain. However, even the temporary
ceasefire that has been agreed to has brought
down the Brent crude oil price from $109.3 per
barrel as on April 7 and 8, to about $95.

India has been diversifying its sources of
imported crude oil, gas and fertilizers. At present,
India is importing crude oil from 41 source
countries. In fact, India’s dependence on
imported crude has been increasing in recent
years and it is presently close to 90%.

The relevant crude price index for India is the
Indian crude basket comprising Sweet grade
(Brent) and Sour grade (Oman and Dubai
average), which remains linked to the global
crude oil price (average of Brent, WTI1 and Dubai).
Considering the average of March 2026, the
Indian crude basket was about 19% higher than
the global crude price. The rise in the price of the
Indian crude basket in March 2026 was over
64.5% that of February 2026 on average, even
though the price increase for end-users were
moderated.

‘With the temporary ceasefire, the Indian
basket has come down to $120.28 per barrel on
April 9, 2026 from the peak of $157 per barrel on
March 23, 2026 — that is by a margin of $37/bbl.

Multiple stressors
The impact on the Indian economy will come
through several channels. First is supply
disruptions. Supply bottlenecks will affect
production processes primarily in energy
intensive sectors. However, any disruptions in
these sectors would cascade into other sections
of the economy, with the affected industries likely
being textiles, paints, chemicals, fertilizers,
cement and tyres among others. The
non-availability of fertilizers and other chemicals
particularly would affect the agricultural output
in the Kharif season which will start from June.
Secondly, logistics. Storage and transport are

C. Rangarajan

Former Chairman,
Prime Minister's
Economic Advisory
Council and Former
Governor, Reserve
Bank of India

D. K. Srivastava

Former Director,
Madras School of
Economics

The
non-availability
of fertilizers
and other
chemicals
would affect
the agricultural
output in the
Kharif season
which will start
from June

highly energy intensive. Increased logistics costs
will lead to the increase in the prices of all final
products through cascading.

Third, Indian exports will take a hit from both
demand and supply sides. The demand side will
be affected not only due to disruptions in West
Asia but also due to a slowdown in other
countries, including the U.S. and Europe. The
share of India’s merchandise exports to West
Asian countries was 16.4% of total merchandise
exports in 2024-25. The depreciation of the
rupee, that is already underway, may partially
help Indian exporters.

Fourth, exchange rate and remittances will be
affected. The Indian rupee has been depreciating
in recent months. The rate of depreciation has

accelerated after the start of the West Asian crisis.

As global crude prices, and the prices of
fertilizers and other energy products also
increase, there would be an additional demand
for the dollar and other hard currencies; the
exchange rate will be under pressure. Moreover,
India receives a considerable number of
remittances from Indians employed in the Gulf
countries. These remittances are bound to go
down, adding further pressure on the exchange
rate. However, any improvement in the overall
environment may lift the rupee.

In fact, the sharp decline in the value of the
rupee has been caused mainly by the substantial
capital outflows triggered by uncertainty and
fear. When the war ends, the value of the rupee
will also rise. The net Foreign Portfolio
Investment (FPI) outflows in March 2026
amounted to $13.6 billion, which is huge.

Fifth, is the current account deficit. The fall in
the volume of Indian exports is expected to be
accompanied by an increase in the value of
Indian imports leading to an increase in the
current account deficit, if the war continues.
Sixth is rising inflation. Cost push inflation would
affect relative prices in sectors that are directly
affected such as petroleum products, fertilizers
etc. However, if liquidity also increases, there
would be pressure on overall inflation. The
country needs to avoid any large liquidity
increases.

And finally is the fiscal deficit problem. The
Government of India may have to provide
additional subsidies to Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs) as it insists on keeping retail prices at
present levels. While to some extent, the
reduction in excise duty on petrol and diesel
would reduce losses for the OMCs, it would be a
direct revenue loss to the Indian government. If

real GDP growth goes down and profit margins
fall for major producers, there will be an adverse
impact on the government’s tax revenues. State
finances will also be affected due to lower
economic activity. Their share in tax devolution
would be adversely affected if the Central
government’s tax revenues go down. States may
also face pressure to reduce sales tax/VAT on
petroleum products. In fact, the government
must rethink the reduction in excise duty on
petroleum products. The present move is due to
the ongoing State elections. After that, the retail
prices should go up, if the war resumes. In that
situation, the higher price may constrain demand
which is desirable.

Mpyriad policy responses

As per information shared by the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) chairman
on March 27, the formightly loss on account of
lower excise duties on petrol and diesel will be
¥7,000 crore whereas there would be a gain of
1,500 crore per fortnight on account of export
tax on Aviation Turbine Fuel. This implies a net
loss of ¥5,500 crore per fortnight, translating into
an annual loss in tax revenue of about ¥1,32,000
crore for the government, should the crisis
continue for the full year.

In all likelihood, food, fertilizers and
petroleum subsidies would be higher than their
budget estimates for 2026-27. As already
mentioned, retail prices must be allowed to go up
so long as crude prices remain high.

Although it is difficult to estimate the
quantitative impact of the current crisis, some
impacts were given by the RBI in its October 2025
Monetary Policy Report. In their estimates, for
every 10% increase in the price of the Indian
crude basket from a baseline of $70 per barrel,
that is an increase of $7 per barrel, real GDP
growth may fall by around 15 basis points.
Further, assuming full pass-through to domestic
product prices, inflation would be higher by 30
basis points.

As on April 9, 2026, the price of the Indian
crude basket at $120.28 per barrel has exceeded
the baseline by about $50 per barrel. If this
margin of increase becomes applicable for the
whole year, real GDP growth may fall from
baseline estimates by 1 percentage point and
inflation may increase by more than 2 percentage
points. While these effects would be lower if the
crisis gets resolved quickly, much depends upon
when true peace will dawn.

Views expressed are personal.

14A. The fallout of the crisis in West Asia on India’s economy

U3y TR A dhe BT URd &1 rfoaaxT U= gHTg

e At present, India is importing crude oil from 41 source countries.
T YRA 41 N 9 H1 I I R 8T 6|
e |n fact, India’s dependence on imported crude has been increasing in recent years and it is

presently close to 90%.

IRad H, BT & au # Ifad = dd W HRd Bt (HRaT 9¢1 8 3R a9 H I8 ATHT 90%

gl

e The relevant crude price index for India is the Indian crude basket comprising Sweet grade
(Brent) and Sour grade (Oman and Dubai average), which remains linked to the global
crude oil price (average of Brent, WTI and Dubai).

URA & ot URife ved dd &1 G

SSIEGRIE

Tahiw 3fea ps IPe 7, od Wie 38 @e) iRk
U3 (ST 3R oS 3fie) AT &, a‘r%%ﬁéaa%ﬁna@z WTI 3R go5 & 3igd) J

e Supply bottlenecks will affect production processes primarily in energy intensive sectors.
3Tfcf Bt ST GIc: SHetl-Te &A1 H ITGA Ulsharsti &l gHifad B

e However, any disruptions in these sectors would cascade into other sections of the economy,
with the affected industries likely being textiles, paints, chemicals, fertilizers, cement and

tyres among others.
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gTailep, 31 &l H fopdt +ft e o1 uHTg Srfeaeyt & 3 fewat wR ot ugm, f5d wuer, e,
AT, Idw, Wie 3R TR I Wi g

The non-availability of fertilizers and other chemicals particularly would affect the agricultural
output in the Kharif season which will start from June.

JAD! 3R 3T GG B SJUSIT Ay T4 J S ¥ Y& gH T WHE H | 8§ HiY
IdTeH Bl JHTfad Bt

Increased logistics costs will lead to the increase in the prices of all final products through
cascading.

droeedd arTd § gfg & Tt sifad Iarel &t siadl § Jades Ifa srf

Impact on Indian Economy (Continued)

YR a1 uR gHTg (G

Third, Indian exports will take a hit from both demand and supply sides.
fRRT, YR frata & A 3R Smafd g el & e @i |

The demand side will be affected not only due to disruptions in West Asia but also due to a
slowdown in other countries, including the U.S. and Europe.

AT g&f Fad Ui TR & ey & SRS 6 9fcw ST iR R Ofed s o= o
Hdl & HRUT W g I

The share of India’s merchandise exports to West Asian countries was 16.4% of total
merchandise exports in 2024-25.

2024-25 B YRd & $a H1d (ata & iy TlRrs <=1 &1 5w 16.4% ol

The depreciation of the rupee, that is already underway, may partially help Indian exporters.
Ugd ¥ R ¥ & e ¥ YR Fafas! o ol ar fird I |

Fourth, exchange rate and remittances will be affected.

Iy, fafwa v ik dwor RFAEw) ywifaa g

In fact, the sharp decline in the value of the rupee has been caused mainly by the substantial
capital outflows triggered by uncertainty and fear.

égiﬂ%aﬁ, ¥ & g o a IRTae gea: sAffadr Sk g ¥ 30 UK gon afgafs & R
I

The net Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) outflows in March 2026 amounted to $13.6
billion, which is huge.

T 2026 ¥ g fae=it midwiferat fHawr (Fpi) sfRafe $13.6 faferam ut, S sgd =131

Fifth, is the current account deficit.

T, ITe @rdT "gTeT g |

The fall in the volume of Indian exports is expected to be accompanied by an increase in the
value of Indian imports leading to an increase in the current account deficit, if the war
continues.

IS g ORI g1 §, Al WRdr Fafd & fiRtae & 9ry s & 4o § gfs 8nft, sy are @man
1T 9¢7T|

Sixth is rising inflation.

ol § dgdl g3 YARWifa|

Cost push inflation would affect relative prices in sectors that are directly affected such as
petroleum products, fertilizers etc.

arTa-Ufvd gerewifa 9 guifaa & SR Oiferan Sael SR Iakap! Hf Trdef HiHal Bl guifad
il

And finally is the fiscal deficit problem.

3R 3 T IAABIG U1 &I TR |

The Government of India may have to provide additional subsidies to Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) as it insists on keeping retail prices at present levels.

YRA WBHR B! G D] DI AU TR TR §IE IWH & HRUT H{Td b1 HaT (OMCs)
1 sffcfvad afeudt &t us Iad! &

While to some extent, the reduction in excise duty on petrol and diesel would reduce losses
for the OMCs, it would be a direct revenue loss to the Indian government.
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gTaiier Ueiat 3R SoTdl IR IUTG Y[ H HH ¥ OMCs BT THUH S 8¢ adb HH gi, Afde
g WDHR & fore e o e gl
o Ifreal GDP growth goes down and profit margins fall for major producers, there will be an
adverse impact on the government’s tax revenues.
e arafde® GDP gfe gedt § 3R U SdTed! & Ay HIfvH HH BId 8, d WPHR & B
ToRd TR AHRIAD GHG TS|
e State finances will also be affected due to lower economic activity.
HY e Tl & SR Tl Bt it R of mfad gih
e Their share in tax devolution would be adversely affected if the Central government’s tax
revenues go down.
e % DR & PR Iod § HH! Tt 5, A sl BT dr-fdavor # fgwiarT Hf gafad grm
e States may also face pressure to reduce sales tax/VAT on petroleum products.
Il TR Ueifer IdTel IR Aed SaqH/VAT HH B &1 &ad off U8 Thdr g |
o In fact, the government must rethink the reduction in excise duty on petroleum products.
AT H, WBR DI UIerdd MG IR IMTG Yo | HHT & 07 IR GAIR -1 afeul
e The present move is due to the ongoing State elections.
I HEH Id g Ied FATEl & HRUI ISR T ¢ |
o After that, the retail prices should go up, if the war resumes.
39§14, IMS G Y = BIe1 &, o Gavl HIAd sgHl =1ieu|

¢ In that situation, the higher price may constrain demand which is desirable.

39 UM &, I Bied 1T o) Witd o Ghd! €, o die-id |

Myriad policy responses

fafay Hifora

e As per information shared by the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
chairman on March 27, the fortnightly loss on account of lower excise duties on petrol and
diesel will be ¥7,000 crore whereas there would be a gain of ¥1,500 crore per fortnight on
account of export tax on Aviation Turbine Fuel.

27 UTd &1 $Eta Tcaed B 3R HHAT YeP 9IS (CBIC) b 31eqel GRT I Pt 718 THGRI &
3IOR, U 3R SIod R HH ITG Y[ & HRU Ul TFareT 27,000 FHRIS HT JHAM SR,
Sl TR eate e R Rl B A TR TaaTeT 21,500 HRIS BT AH S

e This implies a net loss of ¥5,500 crore per fortnight, translating into an annual loss in tax
revenue of about ¥1,32,000 crore for the government, should the crisis continue for the full
year.
a1 3 g b ufd TareTt 25,500 FRIS H1 Y THIH 8T, S IR a4 e SR g7 R
WRBR & T T 21,32,000 FRIG & Al B JoRd JHEH | gRafad gim|

o In all likelihood, food, fertilizers and petroleum subsidies would be higher than their budget
estimates for 2026-27.

TG § o @rer, Sdve SR Ueiferay afewst 2026-27 & Swicia SgAM! I ¥ gitft

e As already mentioned, retail prices must be allowed to go up so long as crude prices remain

high.
ST 6 Ul Ieia ol T B, 91d 0 Fad ad B! BId Sl I8 6, Jaxl HIAd! DI 96 fadl
SlEEIEY

. AIthough it is difficult to estimate the quantitative impact of the current crisis, some impacts
were given by the RBI in its October 2025 Monetary Policy Report.

gTAlTeh aaHM T & HETES YHTd BT HHTT PIAT Ho ¢, Al H& THTAl BT I RBI
SO SRR 2025 FT Hifgap =Hifer feaid & fovam o

¢ In their estimates, for every 10% increase in the price of the Indian crude basket from a
baseline of $70 per barrel, that is an increase of $7 per barrel, real GDP growth may fall by
around 15 basis points.

P THM & SR, §FEUT P TRdPe B! BIHd H $70 UY SRA & MMUYR I &R 10%
(31T $7 Uf SR B! 3feg) W IRAfa®d GDP gfeg AT 15 IR U ue el g
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Rise in middle class vulnerability

India is lifting its people out of income-based poverty but not moving them ahead for better upward mobility and economic opportunity. A World Bank policy paper

proposes shifting welfare analysis from merely counting those below the poverty line to measuring how far people are from a reasonable standard of living.

ECONOMIC NOTES

Deepanshu Mohan
Ankur Singh

mid rising geoeconomic

uncertainty that risks

deepening domestic inequality

in emerging market
economies, India’s macroeconomic
performance is still widely seen as a story
of progress, with its recent growth model
often held up as a success in reducing
poverty, and by conventional measures,
that claim does hold with its caveats.

The share of Indians living below the
World Bank’s lower middle income
poverty line has fallen sharply from over
50% a decade ago to roughly 30% in
recent estimates. Welfare programs
through improved last-mile distributive
connectivity now reach hundreds of
millions through subsidised food, direct
transfers and financial inclusion. Hence,
extreme deprivation may have declined
amongst vulnerable groups.

Yet this narrative rests on a narrow
question. Poverty lines tell us whether
people have crossed a threshold of
subsistence.

They do not tell us what lies above that
threshold, or whether it offers a
meaningful pathway forward.

Well-being as a spectrum

‘That limitation has long been recognised.
What is more recent is the attempt to
move beyond it.

A World Bank policy paper proposes a
different way of thinking about welfare,
one that does not simply count how many
people fall below a line but asks how far
people are from a reasonable standard of
living. Instead of a binary classification, it
treats well-being as a spectrum and gives
greater weight to those furthest behind.

This is not just a statistical refinement.
It challenges how economic progress is
interpreted and how policy success is
assessed. It suggests that falling poverty
may be masking a deeper failure, the
inability of growth to translate into
sustained economic movement across
large sections of the population.

Seen through this lens, India’s growth
story appears less reassuring.

The country has been among the
fastest growing major economies in the
world. Yet concerns about inequality,
wage stagnation and employment
generation have intensified rather than
receded. The issue is not that growth has
failed. It is that growth has not translated
into mobility.

Crossing a poverty line, in this context,
does not necessarily mark entry into
stability. It often marks entry into a zone
of vulnerability, where incomes remain
low, volatile and insufficient to support
sustained improvement in living
standards. What is expanding is not a
secure middle class, but a vulnerable
middle.

This pattern reflects deeper structural
constraints. Growth in India has
increasingly been driven by sectors that
are either capital intensive or limited in
their ability to absorb labour at scale.
Output expands, but the transmission
mechanism into stable employment
remains weak.

That disconnect is visible in the labour
market. Fewer than 10% of Indian
workers hold formal jobs with social
security protections. The rest operate in
an informal economy where productivity
growth is limited and earnings remain
uncertain.

Government data from the e-Shram
portal shows that 94.11% of registered

Walk the line: Surveys suggest that real wages for salaried workers have remained stagnant in recent years, even as overall productivity has improved. REUTERS

informal workers earn less than 310,000 a
month. At such income levels, the ability
to convert earnings into durable
improvements in well-being remains
constrained. Access to better education,
healthcare and financial security depends
not only on income, but on its reliability
and scale. Volatility itself becomes a
barrier to mobility.

This is where the structure of growth
begins to matter more than its pace. Even
in sectors where output has expanded,
employment has not kept up.

Data from labour and industry surveys
suggest that real wages for salaried
workers have remained largely stagnant
in recent years, even as overall
productivity has improved. The link
between growth and income is not just
weak, it is increasingly fractured.

This disconnect is not just a short-term
fluctuation in demand but points to
deeper structural fault lines in the
economy. It is here that the limits of
growth become clearer, as the movement
of workers into more productive sectors
has stalled rather than accelerated.

From here, the problem reveals itself
as structural. Economic transformation
depends on the continuous movement of
workers into higher productivity
activities.

Gap shift
Poverty reduction across different
thresholds (2011 to 2023)
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Source: World Bank Poverty & Equity Brief,India (October 2025)

In India, that movement has slowed
and, in some respects, reversed.

Manufacturing has not expanded at the
pace required to absorb the roughly
twelve million people entering the labour
force each year. Between 2016 and 2021,
the sector shed roughly 24 million jobs
even as the economy continued to grow.
Many workers have instead moved back
into agriculture, which still employs
nearly 46% of the workforce while
producing only about 18% of national
output. The income implications are
stark. The average farm household earns
about 10,218 per month across all
members, translating to roughly 375 per
person per day. For a large share of the
workforce, the distance from subsistence
may have narrowed, but the distance
from economic security remains
substantial.

At the same time, gains at the top have
accelerated. Recent estimates suggest that
271 billionaires now hold wealth
equivalent to roughly one quarter of
India’s net national income. The top 1%
alone captures more than 22% of national
income.

These trends are not contradictory.
They reflect the limits of how progress is
measured. Indicators that track poverty
reduction capture the elimination of
extreme deprivation. They do not capture
whether the economy is generating
broad-based opportunity or
concentrating gains across regions,
sectors and income groups.

In that sense, the problem is not only
economic. It is also statistical. When
metrics focus on thresholds, they can
obscure the conditions just above them,
signalling success even as mobility stalls.

Falling poverty, fragile households
The consequences are visible across the
economy. Youth unemployment stands at

finance aspiration, but to smooth
volatility and sustain basic consumption.
In effect, subsistence itself is becoming
financialised.

Even human development indicators
point in the same direction. India’s child
wasting rate remains the highest in the
world at 18.7%, and about 35.5% of
children under five are stunted. These are
not only indicators of deprivation. They
are indicators of constrained future
mobility.

Shifting challenge

Taken together, these patterns suggest
that the central economic challenge is
shifting. It is no longer only about
reducing poverty. It is about preventing
those who move above it from being
trapped just beyond it.

This is precisely where the new
measurement approach becomes useful.
By focusing on the distance from a
reasonable standard of living rather than
a fixed threshold, it captures whether
growth is enabling people to move
forward or simply preventing them from
falling back.

For India, that distinction is becoming
critical. An economy can reduce poverty
rates while leaving large segments of its
population clustered just above them. It
can generate growth without generating
mobility. What it produces, instead, is a
vulnerable middle with limited pathways
upward.

The policy challenge, therefore, is not
only to sustain growth, but to restore the
link between growth and mobility. That
requires expanding productive
employment, strengthening the
connection between productivity and
wages and ensuring that gains are not
confined to a narrow segment of the
economy.

India’s development story is entering a

around 45%, while the
rate among graduates is close to 29%. For
many households, education no longer
reliably translates into upward
movement.

Household balance sheets reflect
similar pressures. Net household financial
savings have fallen to roughly 5% of GDP,
while household debt has risen sharply,
much of it in unsecured borrowing.

Increasingly, credit is being used not to

14A. Rise in middle class vulnerability
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e A World Bank policy paper proposes shifting welfare analysis from merely counting
those below the poverty line to measuring how far people are from a reasonable
standard of living
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more d ding phase. The question is
1o longer how many people can be lifted
out of poverty. It is whether growth is
quietly creating a class that can neither
fall back nor move forward.

(Deepanshu Mohan, Professor and Dean,
O.P. Jindal Global University, Director,
Centre for New Economics Studies (CNES),
Visiting Professor, LSE, and Visiting
Research Fellow, University of Oxford;
Ankur Singh, Research Assistant, CNES)

THE GIST

v

India is among the fastest
growing major economies in
the world. Yet concerns about
inequality, wage stagnation
and employment generation
have intensified rather than
receded.

v

Fewer than 10% of workers
hold formal jobs with social
security protections. The rest
operate in an informal
economy where growth is
limited and earnings remain
uncertain. Data shows 94% of
informal workers eamn less th:
310,000 per month.

v

Between 2016 and 2021, the
manufacturing sector shed
close to 24 million jobs even &
the economy grew. At the san
time, gains at the top have
accelerated. Estimates sugge:
that 271 billionaires hold
wealth equivalent to roughly
one quarter of the country’s
net national income.
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India’s growth and inequality debate
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Welfare programs through improved last-mile distributive connectivity now reach hundreds
of millions through subsidised food, direct transfers and financial inclusion.
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Hence, extreme deprivation may have declined amongst vulnerable groups.
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Yet this narrative rests on a narrow question.
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Poverty lines tell us whether people have crossed a threshold of subsistence.
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They do not tell us what lies above that threshold, or whether it offers a meaningful pathway
forward.
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Well-being as a spectrum
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That limitation has long been recognised.
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What is more recent is the attempt to move beyond it.
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A World Bank policy paper proposes a different way of thinking about welfare, one that

does not simply count how many people fall below a line but asks how far people are from a

reasonable standard of living.
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Instead of a binary classification, it treats well-being as a spectrum and gives greater weight

to those furthest behind.
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Yet concerns about inequality, wage stagnation and employment generation have

intensified rather than receded. ]
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The issue is not that growth has failed.
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It is that growth has not translated into mobility.
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Growth in India has increasingly been driven by sectors that are either capital intensive or

limited in their ability to absorb labour at scale.
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Government data from the e-Shram portal shows that 94.11% of registered informal workers

earn less than 210,000 a month.
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At such income levels, the ability to convert earnings into durable improvements in well-being

remains constrained.
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e Access to better education, healthcare and financial security depends not only on income, but
on its reliability and scale.
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‘India will have
preferential access to
38 developed nations’

CHENNAI

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyush
Goyal on Monday said the
U.K. FTA with India would
likely be operationalised
and would come into effect
on May 1, after the four na-
tions — Switzerland, Nor-
way, Liechtenstein, and
Iceland—had already come
into effect in October.

Asked about the outlook
for FY27, he said India
would grow because so
many more FTAs were
coming into play.

“Just talked to the Oman
ministers. I am telling you,
the Oman FTA will be ef-
fective from June 1. The
U.K. minister and I talked
about a week ago, and 1
met him in Cameroon also
at the WTO. The New Zea-
land minister is coming in
on April 24, and I get free
from here on April 21. He
met me in Cameroon. He
says I am coming to sign
and ink the deal. Once that
is done, he can go to Parlia-
ment, and by October, No-
vember he says we will
clear it. So maybe by Janu-
ary, New Zealand will
come into play,” he told
journalists of The Hindu.

India-U.S. trade deal

On the state of play of trade
talks with the U.S., he said
India had finalised the
trade deal, but a trade deal
should give preferential ac-
cess and market access
compared with
competitors.

“So if my rate is X, it has
to be lower than my com-
petitors, so I get a chance
to increase my business.
That’s the essence of any
trade deal that we do. We
finalised the trade deal,
and then the Supreme
Court (of the U.S) order
took away that competitive
edge. So we have to work
with the U.S. to see how
that competitive edge can
come back to us, and the

Piyush Goyal

trade deal is on.” he said.

Mr. Goyal said, in fact,
the UK. and EU, in their
history, would not have
cleared any FTA as fast as
they did with India.

“Early next year, maybe
January, February next
year, if not earlier, the EU
will be operational. So gen-
tlemen, 38 developed
countries, covering two-
thirds of global trade and
global GDP. Now India will
have preferential access
(to),” he said.

‘Major job creation’

He said in Tirupur alone
there would be a huge
amount of jobs, ¥5,000
crore worth of production,
and Tirupur industrialists
were telling him that they
would double their busi-
ness in the next three or
four years.

About Chinese invest-
ment, he said if there were
sectors — desirable sectors
like electronic components
and stuff like that — India
was willing to allow Chi-
nese investment with tech-
nology transfer to come in-
to India.

“The automatic appro-
val, what we have done —
beneficial up to 10%, you
will appreciate — is to cover
large funds and all who
may have a small Chinese
element. So that we have
allowed up to 10% benetfi-

cial, but we are cautious in

our approach. But we are
also conscious that India
needs investment, India
needs capital for growth.
That’s what we are encou-
raging,” he added.

14A. ‘India will have preferential access to
38 developed nations’
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e Union Minister of Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal on Monday said the U.K. FTA with India
would likely be operationalised and would come into
effect on May 1, after the four nations — Switzerland,
Norway, Liechtenstein, and Iceland—had already
come into effect in October.
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e He met mein Cameroon. He says | am coming
to sign and ink the deal.
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e So gentlemen, 38 developed countries, covering
two-thirds of global trade and global GDP.
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o Now India will have preferential access (to0),” he
said.
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‘Major job creation’
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e About Chinese investment, he said if there were
sectors — desirable sectors like electronic components
and stuff like that — India was willing to allow Chinese
investment with technology transfer to come into India.
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West Asia war’s global energy crisis
boosts China’s clean tech advantage

China is likely to benefit from the fossil fuel disruptions caused by a mostly shut Strait of Hormuz, despite being the biggest purchaser of Iranian oil;

the war is driving demand for Chinese tech, whose exports of items such as solar panels, batteries and EV hit a record of about $22.3 billion in Dec.

Associated Press
HONG KONG

hina is poised to be-
C nefit from the Iran

war as global ener-
gy disruptions accelerate a
shift away from fossil fuels
and toward clean technol-
ogies and renewable pow-
er, industries that China
dominates.

Most of the oil and gas
from the now mostly shut
Strait of Hormuz was Asia-
bound. Asian nations are
scrambling to conserve
energy and bolster dwin-
dling reserves. As a tem-
porary ceasefire teeters,
gasoline prices in the U.S.
and Europe are spiking.

While most of Asia is hit
hard, China will likely be-
nefit from the fossil fuel
disruptions despite being
the biggest purchaser of
Iranian oil. China leads the
world in battery, solar and
electric vehicle exports,
and its industries are fore-
cast to face a rise in de-
mand for renewable
products.

Before the start of the
Iran war in late February,
China’s lead in clean tech-
nologies was lengthening.
The U.S. under President
Donald Trump scaled back
on renewable energy and
leaned on its vast oil and
gas resources, promoting
energy exports to achieve
what Mr. Trump described
as “energy dominance.”

Now Chinese industry
giants like vehicle-maker
BYD and battery-producer
CATL are well-positioned

14A. West Asia war’s global energy crisis boosts China’s clean tech advantage
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to capitalise on growing in-
terest in low-emission
energy products as the
world confronts the fragili-
ty of fossil fuels.

“China’s approach to
energy sector develop-
ment and geopolitics has
been completely validated
by the Iran conflict,” said
Sam Reynolds with the
U.S.-based Institute for
Energy Economics and Fi-
nancial Analysis.

Over a decade ago, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
merged energy security
with national security. Chi-
na has since stepped up its
focus on renewable ener-
gy, even though fossil fuels
still dominate its domestic
energy mix.

China makes up over
70% of EV manufacturing
and about 85% of battery
cell production globally,
according to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency. Its
current five-year plan until
2030 continues to priori-
tise these industries.

“They are at the very fo-
refront of this, more so
than any other countries in
the world, certainly more
so than the United States,”
said Li Shuo, director of
the Asia Society Policy In-
stitute’s China Climate
Hub.

The U.S. is the world’s
top oil producer and has
pushed liquefied natural
gas. The American ap-
proach — summed up by
Mr. Trump as “drill, baby,
drill” - favours fossil fuels
over renewables.

Markets were witness-

China accounts for over 70% of global EV manufacturing and about
85% of battery cell production, says International Energy Agency. AP

ing a “bifurcation” before
the war, Mr. Reynolds said,
with the superpowers
pushing very different
energy futures, leaving
other countries with com-
plex choices on which ap-
proach to back.

The Iran war is driving
demand for Chinese tech-
nology, whose exports of
items such as solar panels,
batteries and electric cars
hit a record of almost $22.3
billion in December. That
was up about 47% from the
year before, with much go-
ing to Southeast Asia and
Europe, according to the
think tank Ember.

Investment in renewa-
ble power and battery stor-
age — designed to save
energy when the sun isn’t
shining or the wind isn’t
blowing — is expected to in-
crease in nations heavily
dependent on energy im-
ports, including European

countries, according to the
credit rating firm Fitch
Ratings.

Investors are betting the
war will boost demand for
renewables. In March,
CATL and BYD’s Hong
Kong traded shares rose
roughly 24% and 11%,
respectively.

Steady ground

Over the past few years,
Chinese automakers were
already expanding EV de-
velopment and production
while growing exports fas-
ter than American or Euro-
pean rivals, offering cheap-
er models and gaining
ground in regions like
Southeast Asia.

These trends are expect-
ed to accelerate.

The energy shock is “go-
ing to help the Chinese in-
dustry globally and hurt
the American car industry
globally,” said Amy Myers

Jaffe of New York Universi-
ty’s Center for Global Af-
fairs. Meanwhile, high U.S.
tariffs have largely shut
Chinese EVs out of the
American market.

Rising fuel prices also
may boost BYD growth in
China, said Chris Liu with
the research and advisory
firm Omdia.

Households facing high-
er energy costs are likely to
move to clean power, said
James Bowen of the Austra-
lia-based consultancy Re-
Map Research.

Pakistan offers an early
example. Its renewable rol-
lout in 2017 led to more
than 50 gigawatts of Chi-
nese solar panels imported
by December 2025.

Pakistan still imports a
third of its energy. About
80% of its oil flowed
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, and Qatar had been
supplying a quarter of its
LNG. But “the shock isn’'t
as big as it would have
been without solar,” said
Nabiya Imran of Renewa-
bles First.

If prices remain high,
solar could save Pakistan
$6.3 billion in fossil fuel im-
ports over the next year,
according to think tanks
Renewables First and the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air.

In the United Kingdom,
EV  leasing demand
jumped by more than a
third in the first three
weeks of March compared
to a similar period in Fe-
bruary before the war, ac-
cording to Octopus Energy,

a renewable group. Octo-
pus also reported increases
in rooftop solar sales and
solar-related inquiries.

In Southeast Asia, Viet-
namese EV maker VinFast
is offering discounts to off-
set fuel price shocks.

Prolonged fuel spikes
may act as a future catalyst
for EVs, but it will take time
to see the trend reflected in
purchases, partly because
customers are likely wait-
ing to see how the conflict
plays out, said Patrick Tan,
with the energy consultan-
cy Aurora Research.

Even Indonesia, the
world’s largest coal expor-
ter, is recalibrating in ways
that could make it a bigger
customer for China’s clean
energy technology.

In March, Indonesian
President Prabowo Subian-
to announced a push into
EVs, including plans to pro-
duce electric cars and ex-
pand charging
infrastructure.

The dream of electrified
transportation is gaining
renewed attention, said Pu-
tra Adhiguna of the Jakarta-
based think tank Energy
Shift Institute.

Chinese firms play a ma-
jor role in Indonesia’s clean
energy supply chain. They
signed more than $54 bil-
lion dollars’ worth of deals
with the state utility in
2023 and added a $10 bil-
lion pledge during Prabo-
Wo’s visit to Beijing in 2024.

“There will be direct fi-
nancial benefits to Chinese
companies,” said Mr. Rey-
nolds of IEEFA.

e China leads the world in battery, solar and electric vehicle exports, and its industries are

forecast to face a rise in demand for renewable products.
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e China makes up over 70% of EV manufacturing and about 85% of battery cell production
globally, according to the International Energy Agency.
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e The U.S. is the world’s top oil producer and has pushed liquefied natural gas.
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Men and machines . o . .
Putting to test: A visitor uses a virtual reality

(VR) device at a stand during the second
edition of the InternationalExhibition on
Artificial

Intelligence, Defence and Space in Abidjan
on April 13.

Putting to test: A visit s a virtual reality (VR) device at a stand during the second edition of the International Exhibition on Artificial
Intelligence, Defence and Space in Abidjan on April 13. arp
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Physics has not figured out
why matter comes in ‘flavours’

Addressing the flavour puzzle will not just tidy up loose ends in the theory of forces and particles, it would reveal something profound about how

nature organises its complexity at a fundamental level; the solution can involve new forces of nature, extra spatial dimensions or extra universes

Nirmal Raj

t the smallest scales, nature
often repeats itself. It makes
families of subatomic particles
that look identical in almost
every way. Yet when scientists measured
them, they found these ‘copies’ didn’t line
up neatly. Some are far heavier than
others for no clear reason. Some change
into one another at oddly chosen rates.
While physicists can describe these
patterns with impressive precision, they
don’t know why the pattern exists at all.
These effects occur at a deeper level in
particle physics, going by the name
“flavour puzzle’. It consists of several
questions. Consider the electron: it was
discovered in 1897 and found not to be
unique in 1936, when scientists found the
muon. Oddly, the muon has the same
properties as the electron but is 200
times heavier, prompting the physicist
Isidor Rabi to ask: “Who ordered that?”
The meaning of this question was that the
theory of electrons told us how it behaves
and interacts with other particles, but it
didn’t predict there would be another
copy of it.
To make matters more confusing,
scientists discovered the tauon in 1975,
weighing 17 times the muon.

Why in threes?

Over the years, scientists have found
other elementary particles occurring in
similar triplicates. Each copy, like the
electron, muon or tauon, is called a
generation. Neutrinos also come in three
generations. Protons and neutrons are
built from quarks called up and down,
and each of these quarks comes in three
generations (up, charm, top; down,
strange, bottom).

The Standard Model, which is the
reigning theory of particle physics, says
precisely how all these particles
communicate to make the universe. But it

_ issilent on why they come in threes. Why

not one or two, or 17?

Over decades, physicists have learnt
that while this question is deceptively
easy to pose, it is notoriously difficult to
answer.

Masses and mixing

The arrangement of masses has been
inexplicable as well. The electron and the
top quark respectively weigh about
1/1,800-times and 180-times the proton,
with the masses of other charged particles
taking values between these extremes in
no clear scheme. The Koide formula
relates the masses of the electron, muon,
and tauon in a mathematical guess but
lacks a solid fundamental explanation.

Neutrinos are another puzzle: the
Standard Model says they should have no
mass, yet they do — and even then each
neutrino weighs at least a million times
less than an electron.

Further yet, an effect called quantum
mixing plus a fundamental force called
the weak force allow particles of different
generations to morph into one another.
But even then, the rates at which quarks
mix (meaning how much they

The Large Hadron Collider can zoom in on phenomena happening at a scale of 10 m. But to fathom flavour, theoretical estimates suggest we need to plumb

%

at least 10% m, which would require much more powerful particle accelerators. CERN

masquerade as other particles) look
nothing like those at which neutrinos
mix.

The weak force is also involved in an
effect called CP violation, which scientists
believe is responsible for our universe
containing almost no antimatter.
However, the magnitude of CP violation
the Standard Model makes room for is
insufficient to explain the dominance of
matter over antimatter observed in the
cosmos. Another force called the strong
nuclear force predicts a large degree of CP
violation, but scientists have found no
signs of it. This is called the strong CP
problem.

The flavour puzzle

Why are there three generations? Why do
the masses span so vast a range? What is
behind the peculiar patterns of the
masses? What explains the different
mixing? Where is the amount of CP
violation required to explain the
matter-antimatter asymmetry?

All of these mysteries together
constitute the flavour puzzle. The name
comes from the fact that physicists use
the word “flavour’ as a label for different
types of otherwise similar particles — a
name the physicists Murray Gell-Mann
and Harald Fritzsch coined at a
Baskin-Robbins store. The electron,
muon, and tauon are the same kind of
particle (leptons) but come in three
flavours. The same is true for the quarks.
Each flavour has a different mass and can
mix.

One way to think about it is to ask what
would happen if flavour didn’t exist and
we had just one generation of matter
particles. The fundamental forces will still

The electron, muon, and tauon
are the same kind of particle
(Ieptons) but come in three
flavours. The same is true for the

quarks. Each flavour has a
different mass and can mix

operate and we will still have atoms,
chemistry, and life. Only, physics would
lack some of its richness, such as the
phenomena induced by CP violation, rare
processes, and the conversion of flavours
between neutrinos. The thing is these
processes are not essential for atoms,
chemistry or life. It’s as if nature has them
for decoration, with no tangible purpose.

Free parameters

The Standard Model is the most
successful theory of science to date. It
owes this compliment to the fact that it is
internally self-consistent and that
countless lab experiments have
successfully tested its predictions.

The problem is that while the Standard
Model says how particles behave, it
doesn’t predict the numerical values of
many of the particles” properties. For
example, it doesn’t say that an electron at
rest has an energy of 511 keV. Instead
scientists have measured these values in
experiments and then plugged them into
the theory. These numbers are called free
parameters.

The Standard Model has 19 free
parameters — and 14 of them arise due to
flavour, making it seem as if the Model is
swaddled in its mysteries.

How do we crack the flavour puzzle?
Scientists figured out that they could
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explain atoms of the same element
behaving differently in nuclear reactions
by zooming in, revealing that some of the
nuclei had more or fewer neutrons (these
nuclei are called isotopes). The Large
Hadron Collider in Europe can zoom in
on phenomena happening at a scale of
108 m. But to fathom flavour, theoretical
estimates suggest we need to plumb at
least 102 m, which would require much
more powerful particle accelerators.

New forces of nature

Ultimately, the solution to the flavour
puzzle could involve new forces of nature,
grand unified theories of fundamental
forces, extra spatial dimensions or even
extra universes. Or perhaps it could be
that there is no puzzle at all. Scientists
have yet to unearth a logic that explains
flavours in the subatomic world — yet
there is also no reason for them to not be
what they are. We don’t have enough
information right now to know which way
the sword really cuts. Perhaps flavours are
an environmental accident, perhaps they
vary in other universes, perhaps we’re
overthinking all of this.

That said, one thing is for sure:
addressing the flavour puzzle wouldn’t
merely tidy up loose ends in an otherwise
successful theory of forces and particles.
It would reveal something profound
about how nature organises its
complexity at a fundamental level. The
rhyme of flavours is not noise but a code.
We’ve learnt how to read it but we haven’t
yet deciphered what it’s trying to tell us.

(Nirmal Raj is an assistant professor of
theoretical physics at the Centre for High
Energy Physics at the Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru. nraj@iisc.ac.in)
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14A. Physics has not figured out why matter comes in ‘flavours’

Wt gz 7€ Trgr o @ 6 ugrd ‘W (UeRY) # Y oAt @

Consider the electron: it was discovered in 1897 and found not to be unigue in 1936, when
scientists found the muon.

AT W TR &Y SUS! Wil 1897 H B8 3R 1936 & U5 3ifedia =1&1 gr T, 9F o
= 3T Gl |

Oddly, the muon has the same properties as the electron but is 200 times heavier, prompting
the physicist Isidor Rabi to ask: “Who ordered that?”

3folie ST I8 & fob Tg3HT & T[0T Seiae= ol &1 &, o I8 200 AT UK &, fored ifas faqret
RIS & A YT “ug fhe enmew fear?”

To make matters more confusing, scientists discovered the tauon in 1975, weighing 17 times
the muon.

@rﬁ;ﬁ 3R 3Hf¥res YA HA T, AT A 1975 T TS B [ BT, S ”3AT ¥ 17 AT
YR gl

Why in threes?

@ o 8w

Over the years, scientists have found other elementary particles occurring in similar
triplicates.

aut &, aset 3 o M SN &) 1f 3 Re H-F & gy A urn B

Each copy, like the electron, muon or tauon, is called a generation.

IS Ufd, O Saiae, T3 1 €33, B T TR Bl ol ¢ |

Neutrinos also come in three generations.

gfet ot 7 s R A o |

Protons and neutrons are built from quarks called up and down, and each of these quarks
comes in three generations (up, charm, top; down, strange, bottom).

maqaﬁﬁgﬁamsh?mwwaaﬁaﬁ% sh?gﬂ@ﬂi@ﬁﬁ?ﬁ:raﬂ%ma?ﬁ%
(319, ITH, T1Y; I3, W, dicH)

1 Y Th

The Koide formula relates the masses of the electron, muon, and tauon in a mathematical
guess but Iacks a solid fundamental explanation.

PIgs YA sadCH, TIH 3R T3 & GHHM! B T ORI SAM & FU H Asd @,
A ST DI BT HRT WP T 2

Neutrinos are another puzzle: the Standard Model says they should have no mass, yet they
do — and even then each neutrino weighs at least a million times less than an electron.

YR up AR TR & WeTs AieH Hadl & b 371 BIS SouH -Tel g1 =gy, b ot
I ST Bl & — IR 9 Hft TP R 3oeeH A HH Y HH <9 G T 56T AT 21

Further yet, an effect called quantum mixing plus a fundamental force called the weak force
allow particles of different generations to morph into one another.

G Jfral, wieH fAfRiT s yHg 3R die B e gayd aa fafid SR & w01 &t
TH-gR § gaaH &1 Sufd ad g

The weak force is also involved in an effect called CP violation, which scientists believe is
responsible for our universe containing almost no antimatter.
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e Another force called the strong nuclear force predicts a large degree of CP violation, but
scientists have found no signs of it.

T 37 S oy T YfRTaR

Qe aF! A TP BIs abd el UTT B
e This is called the strong CP problem.
T WQIT A THRT H/T A1 5 |

BRI H8T IIdT 8, 98 TR R CP IceivH &1 HiTraroh R g,

e All of these mysteries together constitute the flavour puzzle.
T ft e e waaR uerd &1 T HRd §
e The name comes from the fact that physicists use the word ‘flavour’ as a label for different
types of otherwise similar particles — a name the physicists Murray Gell-Mann and Harald

Artemis Il
draws flood of
conspiracy

theories
GSII1:S&T ]

Agence France-Presse

rom false claims that a historic
F lunar fly-by was staged in a movie

studio to unfounded narratives that
footage of the crew was Al-generated, the
Artemis II mission has been clouded by a
blizzard of misinformation.

The falsehoods — circulating across
tech platforms including X, TikTok, and
Facebook — have also added fresh fuel to
a longstanding conspiracy theory that the
1969 Apollo 11 moon landing was faked.
Hashtags such as “fake space” and “fake
NASA” have gained traction online since
NASA’s lunar fly-by sent astronauts farther
from Earth than any human before.

Among the falsehoods was an image,
viewed over a million times on X,
purporting to show the Artemis II crew
floating before a green screen and facing
film cameras — suggesting their mission
was staged in a studio, but in reality bore
the hallmarks of Al manipulation.

Some users also shared a video
showing text appearing through the

Conspiracy theories have now
moved into the mainstream

and scientific achievements
such as the lunar mission
are “easy content for
conspiracy influencers”

mission’s official mascot as purported
proof the flight was staged.

But a digital forensics expert said the
anomaly was the result of a failed text
overlay by a news station that had
syndicated the official feed.

Unfounded claims that the Artemis II
mission detected a mysterious moving
object on the moon’s surface also racked
up millions of views across platforms.

The misinformation spread as four
astronauts captivated the world with
stunning visuals from their fly-by of the
Earth’s natural satellite from aboard the
Orion spacecraft.

Once confined to the internet’s fringes,
conspiracy theories have moved squarely
into the mainstream amid growing
mistrust of public institutions and
traditional media.

Scientific achievements such as the
lunar mission present “very easy content
for conspiracy influencers,” said
disinformation researcher Mike
Rothschild. “There are some people
whose reflexive reaction to any kind of
major event is to claim it’s fake and
staged,” Rothschild said. Many of them
“pass themselves off as experts in science
and physics because it’s somehow more
believable to their followers than just
going with ‘the official story’”

Several tech platforms have gutted
trust and safety teams and scaled back
moderation, making them what
researchers call a hotbed for
misinformation.

Further sowing online confusion were
claims that the entire Artemis I mission
was a hoax powered by artificial
intelligence tools.

The assertion underscores how the rise
of widely available Al tools has given
misinformation peddlers a handy
incentive to cast doubt on authentic
content — a tactic researchers have
dubbed as the “liar’s dividend.”

The swirl of falsehoods has also
bolstered one of the longest enduring
conspiracy theories — that NASA faked the
1969 Apollo 11 moon landing,
broadcasting visuals shot in a Hollywood
studio.

The conspiratorial discourse has
seeped into pop culture, becoming a
plotline in movies like romantic comedy
“Fly Me to the Moon” — with Scarlett
Johansson’s character tasked with faking a
moon landing — and some celebrities also
amplifying the claim.

Fritzsch coined at a Baskin-Robbins store.

g TH 3T I T 31T & fob
Wifae T TR Ysg BT
I FHH fera arel fafva
UHR & DU & oIl HRd & — T8
I Hifde fagm AR A-84 3R
BIeS a1 = U Baskin-
Robbins &R # fear o1

e The electron, muon, and
tauon are the same kind of
particle (leptons) but come in
three flavours.
gageH, TR 3R <331 T &l
PR P BT (APT) &, AT o
R T A

14A. Artemis Il draws
flood of conspiracy
theories

Srefre 11 o Rigial
P 91¢ B AT HIAT 8

e From false claims that
a historic lunar fly-by was
staged in a movie studio to
unfounded narratives that
footage of the crew was Al-
generated, the Artemis Il
mission has been clouded by a
blizzard of misinformation.
% Ufeiiye a% wars-ara &)
firew wfeat o dfua sag s
" ADY 1A ¢ b Pod Bl
Al-STfod ga1+ a1 fARTYR gral
qP, AT || F=e Tera
GE13it & T | "R mar g1

e The falsehoods —
circulating across tech platforms
including X, TikTok, and
Facebook — have also added
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fresh fuel to a longstanding conspiracy theory that the 1969 Apollo 11 moon landing was
faked.
T — S X, TikTok, 3R Facebook O Weh R Hhal 38 & — 7 1969 & SrUrat 11
B il S aTelt GRIT T Rigid &1 3R agrar faan g1

Hashtags such as “fake space” and “fake NASA” have gained traction online since NASA’s
lunar fly-by sent astronauts farther from Earth than any human before.

“fake space” 31R “fake NASA” S BRI AT AU 8l MU §, I ¥ NASA & Ig FITS-
T A 3fafe TR &) 7t I U A Fgt MfE X Vel

Among the falsehoods was an image, viewed over a million times on X, purporting to show
the Artemis Il crew floating before a green screen and facing film cameras — suggesting
their mission was staged in a studio, but in reality bore the hallmarks of Al manipulation.

T ol § uH ofd off xnfie o, Ry X W U fferas ¥ sifie IR <an man, forad S 11 g
& W TP & T 3R FHRI $1 3R @ U feaman a1 — o ag davd iy o1 fas
A= Yt o R T T, Siafeh aRad | I8 Al g¥WR o Hohd [G@TdT Tl

Some users also shared a video showing text appearing through the mission’s official mascot
as purported proof the flight was staged.

FS SUANTEHArS A Te difear o T foar forad fiR & SR Apie & A1eqd 9 T
feamg T |1 uT, R ISH & Tohell B T THIUT S |

But a digital forensics expert said the anomaly was the result of a failed text overlay by a
news station that had syndicated the official feed.

memmﬁw%wwwwaﬂﬁmw
HIE W BT CRE TR & HRUT 8 |

Unfounded claims that the Artemis Il mission detected a mysterious moving object on the
moon’s surface also racked up millions of views across platforms.

Tg FRIUR araT fob S 11 fiRM 3 d5m1 1 9dg W U JewHd Tfawid avg o, off fafte
WIeHhiH R TRal IR ¢&T 47|

The misinformation spread as four astronauts captivated the world with stunning visuals from
their fly-by of the Earth’s natural satellite from aboard the Orion spacecraft.

g TTed STHHR! a9 el ofd IR Siafer gt 3 i siafver a1 § gt & wrfas Iuse
& TRITS-S1 & RMGR T GBI g1 D SN foba|

Once confined to the internet’s fringes, conspiracy theories have moved squarely into the
mainstream amid growing mistrust of public institutions and traditional media.

STt forT RIGTd Ugdl Sexeic & Wit fowl adb ifid 3, 3 ofd Adui-e SRIF! 3R TRURS
Hear R 9gd Ay & i TEYRTH ST |

Scientific achievements such as the lunar mission present “very easy content for conspiracy
influencers,” said disinformation researcher Mike Rothschild.

TAd Gl Medhd! AISP ATAZes H el fob dg e Swft amfae Iuafsmar <arforr am
qral & fore Sgd S I TRgd SRl & |

“There are some people whose reflexive reaction to any kind of major event is to claim it's
fake and staged,” Rothschild said.

ATTZTE A DT, “$B AT TH BN & ot [t ot 98 g1 R wWrvifae ufafbar ag gl &
b I el 3R Hiid Fam s

Many of them “pass themselves off as experts in science and physics because it's somehow
more believable to their followers than just going with ‘the official story.”

ITH ¥ F3 Ge B A7 3R it & faRvg & =0 o IR aRd § a4l I8 S A
& fore G{WWW T 3t fayaig AT g1

Several tech platforms have gutted trust and safety teams and scaled back moderation,
making them what researchers call a hotbed for misinformation.

H3 AP WTHIH = 3T g3 3R AT HHY B FHOIR R e § 3R HIe=H HH & o
2, R 3 T g1 & g 9 MU B

Further sowing online confusion were claims that the entire Artemis Il mission was a hoax
powered by artificial intelligence tools.
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e The assertion underscores how the rise of widely available Al tools has given misinformation
peddlers a handy incentive to cast doubt on authentic content — a tactic researchers have
dubbed as the “liar’s dividend.”

g 3raT fexard § 3 mus U ¥ Iues Al

T 7 TAd YEHT B ardl & dRdfae Il 1R
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e The swirl of falsehoods has also bolstered one of the longest enduring conspiracy theories —
that NASA faked the 1969 Apollo 11 moon landing, broadcasting visuals shot in a
Hollywood studio.

A YS! & TR 3 G R Tiforer Rrgial # ¥ U & oft Tofed far 8 — i NASA 7 1969 &

Paediatrician who
flagged ORS labelling
resigns from IAP

P.T. Jvothi Datta
MUMBAI

A paediatrician who raised
concerns over the labelling
of oral rehydration salts
(ORS) and pushed for
clearer regulatory separa-
tion between ORS and
electrolyte/energy drinks
has resigned from the In-
dian Academy of Paedia-
trics (IAP), sparking a de-
bate within the medical
community.

Sivaranjani Santosh said
her resignation was driven
by differences with the IAP
leadership, including its re-
cent position statement on
ORS and electrolyte
drinks, references to the
use of the sweetener sucra-
lose, and concerns over al-
leged corporate funding.

Dr. Santosh’s earlier ad-
vocacy had led the Food
Safety and Standards Auth-
ority of India issuing a di-
rective in October 2025
barring companies from
using “ORS” as a label or
trademark for beverages.
“Products regulated under
FSSAI should be sold out-
side pharmacies and hos-
pitals so parents are not
confused or misled,” she
told businessline after step-
ping down from the IAP.

ORS is a pharmaceutical
formulation that must
meet World Health Organi-
zation standards and is
used to treat dehydration
caused by acute diarrhoeal
diseases, particularly in in-
fants and young children.

Swaranjam Santosh

Following the FSSAI direc-
tive, Kenvue (formerly the
consumer healthcare divi-
sion of Johnson & Johnson)
in January introduced two
distinct brands — ORSL for
diarrhoeal treatment and
eRZL for routine hydra-
tion. Dr. Santosh, however,
has alleged that eRZL
could still mislead consum-
ers, continuing her cam-
paign for clearer differen-
tiation. She has since
received a legal notice
from the company.

The IAP recently issued
a position statement on the
“rational use of ORS and
electrolyte drinks,” reiter-
ating that “ORS (WHO for-
mulation) remains the gold
standard for prevention
and treatment of dehydra-
tion due to diarrhoea” Ho-
wever, its reference to non-
nutritive sweeteners such
as sucralose has drawn
criticism from some doc-
tors, including Dr. Santosh.

A response from the IAP
President is awaited.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

3aYel 11 9% fIRH o) Tl 91T 3R gicligs
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e The conspiratorial discourse has seeped into
pop culture, becoming a plotline in movies like
romantic comedy “Fly Me to the Moon” — with
Scarlett Johansson’s character tasked with faking a
moon landing — and some celebrities also amplifying
the claim.

g Ifor=T =Y 7l Org S fa # o Uaw R g9 |,
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14A. Paediatrician who flagged ORS
labelling resigns from IAP

¥ ORS AAHT UR JaATd IS
aTell 9T 30T fa=ivgy A swieT fean

e A paediatrician who raised concerns over the
labelling of oral rehydration salts (ORS) and pushed
for clearer regulatory separation between ORS and
electrolyte/energy drinks has resigned from the
Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP), sparking a
debate within the medical community.

TS arel 07 fa=ivg fSr6iA SNeiREy (ORS) &t
AafeiTT W fKidr 9 3R ORS YT SAGEIATG /TS
&oa & d Wy Hames faues ot A o, 38R
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fean, oy fafda aqer 7 959 i e

e Sivaranjani Santosh said her resignation
was driven by differences with the IAP leadership,
including its recent position statement on ORS and
electrolyte drinks, references to the use of the
sweetener sucralose, and concerns over alleged
corporate funding.

' TAY - BT [ ST SHIBT IAP Aqed U
TAve! & HRUT T, FRH ORS 3R Sadcanse fgad
R gIfer o= WeHe, JehTard & SUdi &

g'c:ﬁ, 3R BT BIRUINE BIST B A fKiang i
I

e Dr. Santosh’s earlier advocacy had led the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) issuing a directive in October 2025 barring
companies from using “ORS” as a label or trademark
for beverages.
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e “Products regulated under FSSAI should be sold outside pharmacies and hospitals so parents
are not confused or misled,” she told businessline after stepping down from the 1AP.
“|AP  SKITHT G & T1g 3761+ BT [ FSSAI & dgd 3 a1 IdTal &1 WIHRT 3R Sregarat
% STEX 99T ST =9I, afdh AT-fdr wftra a1 TRe A 81
e ORS is a pharmaceutical formulation that must meet World Health Organization (WHO)
standards and is used to treat dehydration caused by acute diarrhoeal diseases, particularly
in infants and young children.
ORS U% 3Nuefa wIyaz ¢ R fay warea Wre+ (WHO) & TF®! & IRT HRA1 gidl § 3R
%ﬂwm“awﬁ@ﬁmﬁ%@m$wﬁ, faRIver? fRrggatt oik B =t , faa S
I

o Following the FSSAI directive, Kenvue (formerly the consumer healthcare division of
Johnson & Johnson) in January introduced two distinct brands — ORSL for diarrhoeal
treatment and eRZL for routine hydration.

FSSAI a1 & a1&, Kvue (qﬁﬁ Johnson & Johnson aﬁraumwwﬁmm?rmaﬂﬁ
3 3T siS U fhy — ¥ & IUAR & AT ORSL 3R YT BISS¥H & T heRZL |

e Dr. Santosh, however, has alleged that eRZL could still mislead consumers, continuing her
campalgn for clearer differentiation.
BT, 1. FAIY 7 SRIT R fo eRzL 3t off Suafiararsf & Ufird &R Faval g 3R 361
Wy A & T 30T St S @ 8|

e She has since received a legal notice from the company.
3% TP F1C HUT W B Aifes i v gan g

o The IAP recently issued a position statement on the “rational use of ORS and electrolyte
drinks,” reiterating that “ORS (WHO formulation) remains the gold standard for prevention
and treatment of dehydration due to diarrhoea.”

IAP 3 BT 81 H “ORS 3R f$o1 & aPhuTa ITERT R Ue 59 AR fopar, forad
QI T % “ORS (WHO T T g aTal fSEgSTA Bt AHUM 3R ITER & forg
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e However, its reference to non-nutritive sweeteners such as sucralose has drawn criticism
from some doctors, including Dr. Santosh.
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o Aresponse from the IAP President is awaited.
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Tribute to Ambedkar

Despite the Coastal Regulation Zone Act being
in force, people allege that private individuals
are illegally extracting sand from the seashore
using excavators. One such machine was seen
on the shore of Ongole in Andhra Pradesh on
Monday

Despite the Coa valﬂeg ulation Zone Actbeing i forc, people allege tha private individual ae legaly extractin gsandhw(heseesho
f Ongolein o Ardha P adesh on Monday. KOMMURISRINIVAS

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



